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EEORE I cater upon the Conſi- 
deration of the Forms of Prayer, 
which} you have annex d to your 

Plain Account of the Nature and 

End of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, I 
think it ptoper to examine the firſt Para- 

graph of your Preface, wherein you ſtate 

the general Deſion, of # the Duty of Prayer. 

210 Bin ie <': 

8 tell us, it is cc to expreſs, under an 

« actaal Senſe of the Preſence of GOD, 
e thoſe good: Sentiments, and pious Diſpo- 

% ſitions which it is proper for Us to en- 


© tertain and cultivate within us, conſi- 
2 3 4 derd 


WW 
(2) 


l . der d as 
; 


reaſaualle, aud ſocial. 
1 « Creatures, and particularly, as Creaturcs 
| made capable of knowing One Supreme 
10 Maker and Govergour of all Things, and 
e plainly accountable to Him far our whole 
© Conduct *. You explain your ſelf and 
add, that © the Sentiments you mean are ſuch 
« as ariſe, from our Dependence upon 
© GOD ; from our Obligations and. Duty 
« to Him; and from our Relation to one 
| c another, as Partakers of Humane Nature, 
| © and Members of Humane Society.” 


Now fince this Account of the Found a- 

tiow and Deſign of all Prayers, is intended 

to introduce the Forms that follow, we are 

juſtly to expect to find them compos'd agree- 

ably to the Principles here laid down 5 it 

1 muſt be very uſeful therefore firſt to exa- 

i mine theſe Principles themſelves, becauſe 

they will probably furniſh us with a Xey 

for the opening the true Senſe and Purport 
of many tenen in _ * 


| „THE Deſign of A you ſay, is to 
« expreſs thoſe good Sentiments — 


Pref. p. 195. 
I 


AZ 7 «OTC VE BC weBPrpaet nu... wes =. 
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sc it is proper for us to entertain — con- 
« ſiderd as DEPENDENT, reaſonable, and 

< ſocial Creatures.” Now. is there any 
Thing in this that diſcriminates. the oo | 
Nature of Man, from that of all other rea- 
ſonable Creatures? Are not all the ſuperior 
-Otders of created Beings dependent, ratto- 
ual, and ſocial as well as Man? And can 
you ſind nothing in the Nature of Man, 
even in his State of Innocence, diffetent 
from that of the Angels who bore kept their 
firſt Eſtate? Man, at his. firſt Creation, al- 
tho innocent, and in a Condition of pleaſ- 
ing God, and being happy, Jet was in a 
State of 77ial, and the Event has ſhewn, 
that whatevet his Excellencies were, his 
State was attended with Hazard and Inſe- 
cutity. Wherefore if you ſhould think with 
the Socirians, that Man is now in as perfect 
a Cotdition natural vs He ever was; yet 
how can you think an acka@wledgment 
only of his Dependence upon God, can ever 
de ſufficient, ſo long as He is in an inſecure 
Condition, Which He muſt be till is Pro- 
bation is ovet} For indeed All Creatures 
how exalted aud cet llent ſoevten and kow- 
1 121 their — 

2 


2 3 
J 


be, are fill intirely perENDENT upon God 
167 every Thing they have and expect. 
Wherefote bateſy to own our Actves DE- 
PENDENT üpon our Creator, is not only ta- 
citely to ſtand upon our Innocence, but 
even to diſowi 4 State of Probation too. 
For this acknowledgment is no more than 
what the higheſt Arch. Angel muſt for ever 
make with the profoundeſt Humility and 
Thankfulneſs; afd, in the Mouth of ruitd, 
weak and finfül Man, without the Confel- 
fon of any natural Unworthineſs; ot even 
natural Infirmity, is an Act of Pride and 
Preſumption, and is to be eſteem d a freſh 
Provocation, rather than a juſt Means of 
L ns, rg God,; and As his — 


-T.3 Ky 1 
4 1471 | 3505112 28.7 
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Tas tmerefore is ſo far from bel a 
fall Account” of the true Deſign of Prayer, 
as it is a Vhriſtius Duty; that every thinling, 
pious Huben would look upon it as de- 
fective; forafmuch as it is founded upon 
ſuch à Perfection in the Nature of Man in 
his fallen Skate) as all Men know and ex- 
-perience is contrary to undoubted Fact. The 
" weatneſs of Humane Faculties, the irregula 
9 of „ the Power of IIl Habits, 
5 + and 


9 


(35) 

and a continual propenſity to Sin, have been 
all acknowledg'd and deplor d by the wile 
and . among Heathens, as well as 
Chriſtians. So that an Account of the Na- 
ture and Deſe u of Prayer, that is gathered 
only from the Principles you have mention» 
ed, would have been rejected by them as 
defective and falſe, and as leading to a man- 
ner of Devotion inconſiſtent with the Truth 
of Things, and therefore #2worthy both of 
God and Man. But this is not . 


| Fon: as your Preface and your am 
are both alike intended for the Direction 
and the Uſe of Chriſtians your Deſcription 
of the Deſigu of Prayer is ſtill farther culpa- 
ble; foraſmuch zs the true State of Man, is 
overlook d, with regard to the Redemption 
that has been wrought for Him by, the 
Death of Chriſt, where by an Aßtonement has 
been made for Sin, and the Terms of a 
neu Covenant have been obtain d, and Man 
is again made capable oe God's Favour. 


\ Was therefore 10a 1 was deſcribing the 
Sentiments proper to be expreſsd by Chri- 
lin you ought to have reminded them 
2813. of 


(6) 


of their being reatem'd to Cod by the Bloud 
of the Lamb , as well as being made capable 
of knowing one ſupreme Maker and Governour 
of all Things; of their being brought back 
by rhe Merits of Chriſt, from a State of Sir 
to a State of Peace with God, as well as 
their being dependent upon Him, in which 
they diffet not from any Creatures, either 
e, or below them. 0 7: 


You acknowledge in the Words that 


| ——— follow thoſe before cited, that 


< then only it is, that we fully anſwer the 
« Deſign of this Duty, when we perform 
< jt in ſuch a manner, as that it may have 
* good Effect upon our ſelves, by keep- 
% ing up the juſteſt Senfe in our Minds, 
« of all ſuch important Conſiderations, as 
* are the true Grounds of our Faith and 
« Hope in GOD f. And are the Grounds 


of our Faith and Hupe in God to be all 
fetch'd from the Conſideration of our Pe- 


pendence upon Him only? Is the Security 
of the having our Sins pardon'd, and our 
imperfe& Services accepted, grounded on- 


h, or indced any Way grounded upon our 


® Rev. 5. 8, 9. # Pref. p. 196. 3 


T's E 


(7) 
being acpendent upon God? Is this the Foun- 
dation of our Hope, is this the Reaſon of 
our Faith in Him? May we not be depen- 
dent, rational, and ſocial Creatures and yet 
be all over deform'd with Sin, and ſubje& 
to the Divine Wrath, and can our hope for 
Pardon, and our Faith in the means of ob- 


taining it, in any manner ſpring from thoſe 
—— 2 


Ir remains therefore that your Deſcrip- 
tion of the Deſign of Prayer is eſſentially 
defc@ive, even as it is to be practiced by a 
mere natural Man, much more as it is the 
Duty of a Chriſtian ; and conſequently that 
if your Prayers are modell'd after this De- 
feriptien, they will not only be unfit for 
the uſe of Chriſtians, but even of ſober and 

ſenſible Heathers too. 


Bur I myſt ſtill farther obſerve to you, 
that there is a peculiar Abſurdity in pre- 
tending to make Prayers, upon thoſe Prin- 
ciples alone which you mention, of Man's 
being © dependent, rational and ſocial,” be- 
cauſe theſe Properties are of themſelves, no 


ſufficient ground fer the worſhipping 1 
| ed 


(8) 
by Prayer at all. All the orders of the 
Holy Angels are dependent, rational, and ſo- 
cial as well as Man. But there is no foun- 
dation either in Reaſon or Scripture, to think 
that They worſhip God in any way but that 
of: Praiſe and Thantſgiving only. The Per- 
fection of their Natures and the right uſe 
of the Liberty of Will; and thoſe other Fa- 
culties God has honour'd them withal, for 
his Glory and their own Happineſs, ſuperſede 
all neceſſity of that kind of 'worſhip, which 
is grounded upon the Suppoſition of Want 
and Weakneſs; Fear and Doubt in the Swp- 
plicant. Which yet is the Caſe of all Wor- 
ſhip by Prayer, or Petition: The Deſign of 
which is to addteſs to Him who is alone 
able to ſave and tb deſtroy, for a reſcue from 
the Evils'we fear, and for a Supply of the 
Bleſſings we want. So that in otder to ſet 
forth the true Grounds upon which all 
Prayers ſhould be fram'd, you have moſt 
fagactouſly made mention of ſuch only, as 
of themielves cannot infer the neceſſity of 
the uſe of any Prayers at all. But I come 
to the Baſites in hand. oh . 


. Mr charged your Prayers, upon what- 
Ton evcr 
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ever Principles made, as unfit for the uſe 
of Chriſtians, 1 will now endeavour to make 
the mn 3 


; ie FIRST, I charge your Prayers as un- 
fit for the uſe of Chriſtians, becauſe they 
are form'd upon the Suppoſition of the per- 
fection of our natural Faculties, and our 
being as free in the exerciſe of them as our 
firſt Parents were, and conſequently under 
no Curſe of God, from their Sin, nor ſtain'd 
with that Corruption of Nature common- 
ly ſtil'd eh or Birth Sin. 


Tas Doctrine of our Church concern- 
ing this Point is known to be this. That 
it is the Fault and Corruption of the Nature 
of every Man, that naturally is engender d of 
the Offepring of Adam, whereby Man is very 

far gone from Original Righteouſneſs and is, of 
his own Nature, inclined to Evil, ſo that the 
Fleſh luſteth alway contrary to the Spirit, and 
therefore in every Perſon born into the World, 

1 deſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation *. 
And that the Condition f Man, after the fall 
of Adam, is ſuch, that He cannot turn and 


* Art. IX. * 4 a 
B prepare 
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prepare Himſelf, by his own natural Strength 
and good Works to Faith and calling upon Goa. 
— That we have no Power to do good Works 
pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the 
Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we, 
may have a good Will, and working with us 
when we have that good Will*. And that 
we are accounted righteous before God, only for 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
by Faith, and not for our own Deſervings f. 


Tus Doctrine of the Church has been 
explain'd by different Divines, differently, 
but all, ſave the followers of Pelagius, and 
Socinus, (Who cannot with Sincerity ſubſcribe 
theſe Articles in any Senſe) do agree, that 
there is a real Corruption in our Natures, 
the Effect of Adam's Sin, by which our v 
tural Faculties are ſo impair d, and ſo ſtrong 
a, propenſity to Sin has been introduced, 
that we are thereby ſubject to God's Wrath, 
and unable, of our ſelves, to perform his 
Will. Whatever Cavils and Objections 
may be made to this Doctrine, tis neverthe- 
leſs the plain Doctrine of Scriptute from 
one end to the other of both Teſfaments, 

* At, X. + Art, XI, 
| and 
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and is to be explain'd away by no other 
Arts, but ſuch as, if allow'd, will evacuate 
any other the moſt expreſs Aſſertions of 
Scripture, and will even deſtroy the Credi- 
bility of their being given by 1/piration, 
or the Uſe and inſtrution of Man. This 
Point of Chriſtian Doctrine therefore ought 
to be allow d and granted in the preſent 
Debate. However for the Satisfaction of 
ſerlous Perſons, who may deſire to ſee in 
one view, what may be anſwer'd to thg 
Cavils by which Infidels and Freethinkers ſeek 
to perplex this Doctrine, I will undertake. 
a particular Diſcuſſion of this gg before 
I renee farther.“ WA of 


* 1 Twar — is „ neee in 
the Nature of every Man whereby He is 
far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, atid is 
lei to Evil; is as I ſaid. moſt evident- 
ly the Doctrine of Scripture. Fot what elſe 

can be the meaning of the following Paſ- 
ſages? Who can bring a clean Thing ot of an 
nntlean'? Not one *.- What is Man, that Ht 
ſhould be clean? And He that is bom of Wo. 
man, that He ſbould be righteous ? Behold He 


. x. . | | 
. 3 2 purteth 


: : 
i 

| 
1 
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putteth no Truſt in his Saints, yea the Heavens 


are not clean in his Habt. How much more 
abominable and Fliby is Man, which drinketh 
Iniquity like Water * ? How then can Man be 
juſtify'd with God? or bow can He be clean 
that is born of a Woamant? There is none up. 
right among Men — The carnal Ming is En- 
mity againſt God, for it is not ſubject to the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be d. And we 
know that we are * God, and the whole re 
Lieth in Wickedneſs®, | 2 
. | * * \ 
2. THIS Doctrine ig morcover agrecable 
to the Opinion of all-the wiſe and think- 
ing Men among the Heathens. For tis ob- 
ſervable, that many among the ancient Po- 
cts and Philoſophers were ſo punctual in 
their Deſcription of this Degeneracy, that 
it would be eaſy to collect many Paſ- 
ſages from them exactly parallel to; ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture that aſſert this Point. But 
in a Caſe ſo plain I ſhall content my ſelf 
with the mention of one or two only, and 
they ſhall. be from Tully; as well for the 


Deference that is ee due to his; Judg⸗ 


* 7 XV. 14, 15, "nn Pb XxV. ” an 
c Micah VII. 2. d Rem, . a” 
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ment, as becauſe He is uſually appeal'd to, 
by the Patrons of the Sufficiency of Humane 
Reaſon, as to a kind of Oracle. He deſcribes 
the weakneſs and imperfection of Humane 
Reaſon in this manner. © If Nature had 
** produced us capable of viewing and diſ- 
*.cerning Her, and of following her Di- 
* rxections thro' the Courſe of our Lives, 
ce there would not have been much need 
* of Inſtruction. But indeed She has gi- 
yen us only ſome ſmall Sparks of Rea- 
“ ſon, which we ſo ſoon extinguiſh thro' 
* the Corruption of our Opinions and our 
* Practices, that the Light of Nature appears 
* no where, For there are in our Minds 
© ſome native Seeds of Virtue, which if 
* they could be ſuffer d to grow to matu- 
« rity, Nature her ſelf might conduct us 
«.to Happineſs; - But now, fo ſoon as we 
« are born into the World, we are en- 
« compaſſed with Corruption, and with 
ce petverſe Opinions, ſo that, in a manner, 
« we ſeem to ſuck in Error with our 
« Nurſes: Milk “, 


on si tales nos Natura genuiſſet, ut eam ipſam intueri, 
& perſpicere, eidemque optima duce curſum vitz conficere 
poſſemus: Haud erat fant, quod quiſquam rationem ac do- 

colt | | Arinam 
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AND in another Place He affirms of all 
Men who excel in virtuous and valuable 
Endowments, that © they owed all to the 
* peculiar Aſſiſtance of God.” And that 
© there never was a great Man without 
« ſome degree of Divine Inſpiration * ” 


And as this Corruption of Nature and Ini: 


capacity of doing any Thing truly good 
and great, without the peculiar Aſſiſtance 
of God, was acknowledged and lamented 
by all the wiſe Men among the Heathens, 
ſo the Ignorance and Stupidity, the Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry, together with the moſt 
groſs and ſhameleſs Immoralities of the 
whole Heathen World, ancient as well as 


ctrinam raquireret, N unc Patvals * dedit rec 
quos celeriter malis moribus, opinionibuſque depravati fic 
reſtinguimus, ut Nos a NATURE LUMEN APPAREAT: 
Sunt enim ingeniis noſtris ſemina innata Virtutum, quæ fi 
adoleſcere liceret, ipſa nos ad beatam vitam Natura perdu- 
ceret. Nunc autem, fimul atque Editi i in Lucem, & ſuſ- 
cepti ſumus, in omni continud pravitatel & in ſummi opi- 
nionum perverſitate verſamur, ut —_— cum latte Nutri- 
eis Errorem ſuxiſſe videamur. - Tuſculan. Diſp. 
Lib. III. Cap. i. | | 855 

* Multos Noſtra Civitas & Græcia tulit ſingu- 
lares viros; quorum neminem, niſi JuvanTE Deo talem 
fuiſſe credendum eſt. Nemo! igitur vir magnus fine 


aliquo ArrLaTu Divixo unquam lite, De Natura Dec 
rum Lib. II. Cap. penult. 


modern, 
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modern, are a {ad Proof how difficult it 
is for Humane Reaſon, when left to it (elf, 
to conduct Men into the Paths of Virtue 
and Religion; and how impoſſible it is, that 
it ſhould lead them to ſuch Sentiments and 
ſuch Practices as can intitle them to God's 
Favour. So that the Caſe comes at laſt to 
be a Caſe of Fad, and therefore muſt be 
acknowledged to be true, whether we can 
account for it or no. And it is juſt as ab. 
ſurd to argue againſt the truth of it from 
any. ſuppos'd difficulties, as it is to urge 
the Subtilties uſed by ſome Philoſophers a- 
gainſt Free. Will, or Local Motion, at the 
ſame Time that all Men experience both 
with a Certainty ſuperior to all imaginable 
Doubts concerning either. For Facts arc, 
fturdy, and will yield to no Arguments, 
and can be alter'd by no Reaſonings what- 
ſoever. So that in general, the true way 
of arguing in this Caſe, both by Deiſis and 
Chriſtians, is this Humane Nature is 
depravd —— But God is moſt certainly 
juſt and righteous in all his Ways 
Therefore this Depravity, from whatever 
Cauſe ariſing, muſt be agrecable to the Di- 
vinc Juſtice, For we may be miſtaken in 

| our 
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our Notions of Equity and Juſtice, when 


we arc examining the Conduct of Pov. 


dence. But we are ſure of the Fact alledg d, 
and therefore that will remain the ſame, 
however we reaſon about it “, | | 


3. So that ſince, in truth, the difficulty 


that attends this Matter is at leaſt the ſame 


upon the Principles of Deiſts as well as 
Chriſtians, it is inſufferable in the Former, 


to entertain this Doctrine of Original Sin, 


as explain'd by our Church, with ſo much 
Scorn and Ridicule, as they affect to do, 


when yet the Doctrine being no more than 
a manager of explaining the Riſe and Oc- 


caſion of that Depravity of Nature, which 
is an acknowledged Fact, they are oblig'd 
upon their own avow'd Principle, of the 
Exiſtence of God and à good Providence, to 


. ſhew the ſame to be conſiſtent with the 


'Divine Equity, as well as Chriſtians. 


4. AND certainly, if it be difficult to 
account for this Contagion of Adim's Sin 


thro' his whole Race, upon the common 


* 
* Sce an ingenious Treatiſe intituled The Strength and 
N. eakneſe of Humane Reaſon, 


Opinions 


: 
| 
] 
| 
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Opinions of Men concerning the Divine 
Attributes; it is at lcaſt equally difficult to 
account for it upon the Suppoſition of 
Man's coming out of his Creators Hands 
the Ame corrupt, imperfect Creature, He. is 
in fact found to be. Is it decent then, is 
it not indeed criminal, thus to charge his 
 Imperfeftions upon his Maler? Is it not 

more ſafe. and more realonable too, to 
ſuppoſe, if we cannot aflign a Cauſe for his 
Corruption, yet, that it cannot be ſtrictly ori- 
ginal, but that it muſt be ſome way or 
other, the effect of trangreſſiam in thoſe 
who ſuffer fo much from it? Tis true in- 
deed, they who are now ſuppoſed to be 
born in Sin, could themſelves be guilty of 
no Tranſgreſſiun of which this Corruption is 
the ſuppoſed Effect. But can there be a 
greater difficulty in ſuppoſing it to be the 
Effect of the Sin of their Progenitors than 
that it is the mere Effect of their Malers 
will, without any demerit, either on their 
-own Part, or on the Part of their Forefa- 
thers ? If to- ſuffer the deplorable, Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a propenſi ty to Exil with- 
out any previous perſonal Guile, be an Im- 


+a upon [the Goodneſs of Providence; 
1110 C W 111 


678) 


will the Suppoſition of the ſame Sufferings 
without any Guilt at all either in our ſelves, 
or in our fff Parents, lighten the Imputa- 
tion, and ferve to juſtify the Conduct of 
Providence in the Caſe? It is evident there- 
fore that this Doctrine of the degeneracy 
of Humane Nature from its original Pet- 
fection, throè the Sin of Adam, if it had 
not been the Subject of expreſs Revelation, 
would however have bid fair for Accepta- 
tion, as it gives an Account of the occa- 
ſion of it, much leſs liable to Exception, 
than the Hypozheſis of the Deiſis and Socini- 
ans is, — that He was created with the very 
ſame Imperfections, with which. every one 
is now born. TEE 


5. Tax wiſeſt among the Heathen Phi- 
loſophers were aware of the Abſurdity of 
this Suppoſition, and were from thence led 
to imagine that the Souls of Men were 
created long before they animated their 
Bodies, and that having contracted Guilt 
in their former State, they were put into 
their Bodies, as a Puniſhment for former 
Offences, and for their future Amendment. 
Now altho' this was but Fancy and Opi- 
: nion, 


(19) 
nion. ſupported by no Proof, and indeed 
inconſiſtent with Reaſon *; yet it is a De- 
monſtration that they thought the Suppo- 


ſition I am now conſidering, was not to 
be born. 


6. LET us then now inquire more near- 
ly, whether the Dodrine of Scripture con- 
cerning the Point in debate is not much 
more ſatisfactory than either the really wiſe 
Men among the ancient Hearhens, or the 
great Pretenders to Wiſdom, the modern 
Deiſts and Socinians have been able to fur- 
niſh us withal. Now the plain Doctrine 
of Scripture is, that God made Man perfect, 
cndued Him with Faculties ſufficient to 
make him {ow his Duty, and to av it, and 
thereby to continue in his Favour. For 
leſs than this cannot be underſtood by what 
the Scriptures with a very emphatical Repe- 
tition declare — that God created Man in 
his own Image, in the Image of God created 
He Him f. For, that by the Image of God 
muſt be underſtood ſome farther Reſem- 


* See Dr Jenkin's Reaſonablen eſs of the Chriſtian Ne- 
ligion Vol. II. c. 13. p. 244, 245- 
+ Gen. I. 26, 27. 
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blance of God, than what conſiſted in is 
having Dominion over the Brute Creation; is 
plain, becauſe this Image of God is repreſent- 
ed as a diſtin& Thing from that Dominion, 
as antecedent to it, and indeed as the 
Ground and Reaſon fot the Gift of it. And 
that this Page of God did import a ReQi- | 
tude and Integrity in the Faculties of Man, 
is plain from another Teſtimony of ' Serip- 
ture, where it is expressly ſaid, that God ͥ 
hath made Man upright * and ſtill far- 
ther from the Deſcription of rhe ad and 
new Man given by St. Paul. The former 
He ſays, is corruptible according o the deceit- 
ful Luſts— The latter, after God * crea- 

* in * and true r e 


7, bow tho! our - firſt During 0 EM | 
created, in à: State of Innocence and Pu- 
rity, with a Power of pleaſing God, and 
continuing in his Favour, yet being endu'd, 
:as all other rational Creatures ate, with a 
Laer of will. (which is the only Founda- 
tion of Virtue and Praiſe in every Action) 
as they had it in their Power to obey and 
be happy, ſo they were at liberty to refuſe 

* Bcclef. VII. 29. 4 9b, IV. 22, 24. 
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Good and chuſe Evil, and thereby forfeit both 
their Innocence and their Happineſs too. 
What they had a Power to do, that they 
unhappily did, and thereby ſubjected them- 
ſelves and their Poſterity to Death the ap- 
pointed Vages of Sin, and to all the ſad 
Conſequences of corrupting their natural 
Faculties, and a propenſity to Sin, whereby 
the inherent Power they before had, of 


doing what was acceptable to God, was 
deſtroyed. 


8. Now as to the Effect of Adam's Sin 
upon his Poſterity, with regard to the tem- 
poral Evils they ſuffer, of Pain, Labour, 
Sorrow and Death, what Reaſon can there 
be to charge this as any Imputation upon 
this Doctrine, ſince theſe Evils are all found 
every Day, to be the natural and neceſſary 
Conſequences of the Sins of Parents in 
ſome Caſes, and to be agreeable to the Rules 
of righteous Government in others? No- 
thing but a Aliracle can prevent the evil 
Effects of Profuſeneſs and Riot, of De- 
bauchery and Luſt, upon thoſe who deſcend 
from Parents, who have ruin d their For- 
tunes and their Conſtitutions thereby; and 
77 tis 


6229) 


tis impoſſible for any Civil Governments 


to ſecure their own Peace and Eftabliſh- 
ment, and anſwer the good Ends of their 
Inſtitution, but by ſuch Executions of Ven- 
geance upon Offenders, as will affect the 
innocent Children in a manner as much 


as the guilty Parents, perhaps in many Caſes 


much more. But is this any Reflection up- 


on Providence in one Caſe, or upon the 


Juſtice of Civil Government in the other ? 


9. BUT it is confeſſed temporal Puniſh- 
ment and Death are not the only Effects 
of Adams Sin upon his Poſterity. It is al- 
low'd farther, that corrupt Faculties, a pro- 
penſity to Sin, and an inability to pieaſe 
God by any Obedience we are naturally 
capable of performing, are alſo the ſad Ef- 
fects of this original Tranſgreſſion. Well; 
and what is the Conſequence of this Sup- 
poſition? Why, nothing that at all affects 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God in this 
Diſpenſation. For how is God's Goodneſs 
impeach'd, becauſe Man cannot thro' his 
own native Strength reconcile Himſelf to 
God, if, how forlorn ſoever his State is, 
there is yet a way whereby He may be re- 

ſtor d 
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ſtor d to favour, and may, if He will, ſe- 
cure to Himſelf preſent Comfort under the 
Diſtreſſes of Life, and the Fears of Death, 
and a ſhare alſo in the Happineſs that is 
everlaſting ? It certainly makes no difference 
at all in the Equity and Righteouſneſs of 
the Diſpenſation, whether this be done by 
reſtoring Man to his original Integrity of 
Faculties, or by giving Him ſuch adventi- 
tious Aſſiſtance, as will enable Him to per- 
form ſuch an Obedience as will be accept- 
cd. Man's Happineſs is in both Caſes as 
effectually ſecured 3 and his Damnation in 
both Caſes will be the reſult of his own 
Wilfulneſs and Folly only. And yet this is 
the ttue State of the Matter under Cody 
ſideration. 


10. Tae natural and judicial Effect of 4. 
dams Sin was as it has been repreſented; but 
the Goodneſs of God ſuffer d Him not to con- 
tinue long under the Terror of the worſt 
and moſt laſting Conſequences of his Sin. 
For before the Sentence of Condemnation 
was pronounced againſt Adam and Eve for 
their Tranſgreſſion, the promiſe of Accep- 
tance is made, a new Covenant of Grace 

| is 
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is eſtabliſyd, and God declares That the 
Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head *, That this Promiſe, how 'obſcure- 
ly ſoever expreſs'd, did telate to Benefits 
of a Spiritual Kind, and to à Conqueſt over 
Spiritual Enemies is manifeſt, becauſe the 
Temporal Evils that were to follow upon 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion are afterwards men- 
tion'd, and his Poſterity continues liable to 
them all, notwithſtanding the Promiſe of 
3 containd in the un n 


110 Tur ladder FRY * is uſual 
ly made againſt this Scheme by Infidels and 
Freethinkers, is juſt as well founded as all 
their vain Suggeſtions are, that is, in down- 
right Miſrepreſentation. For, unleſs they 
will ſuppoſe, * contrary to Fac, that this 
Scheme puts all Men under an abſolute final 
ability to'pleaſe God; what is it to their 
Purpoſe to:alledge that they cannot ratu- 
rally pleaſe Him, provided that Defect is 
ſupply'd by God's Grace, and they are re- 
ſtor d to a Power of performing their Duty 
in an acceptable manner, with as good 
Effect, as if there had never been a For. 


* Gen. III. rs. 
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ſeitute of his Favour, For if there is no 
other Guilt of Adam's Sin imputed to his De- 
ſcendants but what is waſh'd away by the 
Bloud of Chriſt; nor any Weakneſs of Fa- 
eulties deriv'd, but what is reliev'd effe- 
Ctually by the Afjifance of the Holy Spirit 
of God ; nor any degree of Obedience requir d, 
but what the natural Facultics of Men may 
reach to, thro' Ghriſt that ſrengthens them, 
Adams Sin can be finally prejudicial to none, 
but thoſe who cut themſelves off from the 
Benefits of the Covenant in Chriſt's Bloud, 
thro' their own Infidelity and Diſobedience ; 
and conſequently the uſual Exceptions to 
this Dodrine are altogether without Foun- 
dation. 


Bur if this is the Caſe, what ſhall we 
ſay of Prayers compos'd for the uſe of Chri- 
ftians, in which, tho' extended to the length 
of 50 Odavo Pages, there is not the leaſt 
mention, or diſtant Intimation of this ruin 


of Nature; but all are form'd upon a ſup- 


poſed natural Innocence in all Men, and a 
Rectitude of Faculties that ſuperſedes the ne- 
ceſſity of Grace and any ſpecial Divine 4/ſ- 
Aiſtance. And yet the Doetrine 1 have been 

D matn- 
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maintaining, is not only the Doctrine of 
Scripture, but is the uſual Principle upon 
which the Prayers therein recorded are made. 
David, when He beg'd to be waſh'd through- 
ly from his Iniquity, and to be cleanſed from 
his Sin, makes it a Part of his Confeſſion to 
GOD, that He was ſhaper in Iniquity, and 
that in Sin his Mother conceiud Him x. For 
which Reaſon He begs of God, under a 
conſciouſneſs of his natural inability to 
pleaſe Him, that He would create in Him 
a clean Heart, and renew 4 richt Spirit with. 
in Him: That He would not caſt Him away 
from his Preſence, nor take his Holy Spirit 
from Him : But that He would reſtore unto 
Him the Foy of his Salvation, and uphold Him 
with his free Hirit f. In the Prayer record- 
cd by Iſaiah there are theſe Words — We 
are all as an unclean Thing, and all our Righte- 
onſneſſes are as filthy Rags And there is 
none that calleth upon thy Name, that ſtirreth 
up Himſelf to take hold of thee : For thou haſt 
hid thy Face from us 7. Daniel in his fa- 
mous Prayer, during the Time of the Cap- 
tivity of the Fews, after He had with very 


* P/alm LI. 2, 5. + Verſe 10, 11, 12. 
+ Iſaiah LXIV. 6, 7. 


empha- 


. „% „ _ 


| 
| 
t 


(27) 
emphatical. Repetitions, acknowledged his 
own Iniquity, and the Iniquity of all the 
People of the Land, does not preſume to ask 
forgiveneſs upon the Account of his own 
Righteouſneſs, or of the Perſons for whom 
He prays, or in conſideration of any even 
the moſt ſincere Endeavours to reform what- 


ever had been amiſi in their paſt Conduct *, but 


Jays — O my God, incline thine Ear and hear 
— For we do not preſent our Supplications 
before thee for our Righteouſneſſes, but for thy 
great Mercies O Lord forgive for dle 
own Sake, 0 my Gd ——t k 


THIs natural — of Man, and 
his Incapacity of performing the Will of 
God thro' his o Power, as it is a Doctrinę 
that runs thro' all the Epiſtles of St. Paul, and 
makes a Part of his Reaſonings almoſt up- 
on every Subject; ſo the Petitions He at 
at any Time mentions, as any Part of his 
Prayers, are generally founded upon the Sup- 
poſition of the Truth of this Doctrine. Thus 
He prays for the Epheſians, that God —— 
would give unto them the Pini of Wiſdom 


Large Form of Prayer at the beginning. 


+ Dan. IX. 18, 19. 
D 2 and 


( 28) 
and Revelation, in the knowledge of Him, The 
Hes of their Underſtanding being enlighten d, 
that they might know what is the hope of his 
calling x. That He would grant them — to be 
ſtrengthen d with Might by His Se1r1T in the 
inner Man, that Chriſt might dwell in their 
Hearts f. He prays for the Philippians, that 
their Love might abound — in Knowledge and 
in all Judgment, that they might be ſincere 
and without Offence till the day of Chrift + — 
And for the Coloſſians, that they might te 
filled with the Knowledze of God's Will, in all 
Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding ———— 


Strengthened with all Might n to | bs 
Serious Power || — . 


ALL theſe Petitions, OE many more 
that might be cited parallel to them, are 
ſuch that no good Reaſon can be given for 
the uſe of them, but what is grounded up- 
on the ſuppoſed neceſſity of the Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of God, to enable us to exert our 
natural Faculties in ſuch a manner as may 
be acceptable to Him. And accordingly 
j obſerve, you are ſo conſiſtent: with your 


* Eph, I. 17, 18. f Eph. III. 16, 17. 
I Phil L iS 10, i Coloſ, * 9 10, 11, &c. 
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{ſelf and your Scheme, as to furniſh your 
Diſciples with no Petitions of this Sort. For 
I aftirm, that there is not a ſingle Petition 
in all your Prayers that can even by ſtrain» 
ing, be made neceſſarily to ſignify what is 
the plain and undoubted eee of all the 
Ne above. 


Oun Churchlis not only very expreſs 
in her Definitions concerning this Doctrine, 
in her Articles, but ſhe has ſhewn her O- 
pinion of the Importance of it, by mixing 
the ſame with her Liturgy throughout. And 
indeed the manner of her doing this, is ſo 
very diſtinct and explicit, that L cannot con- 
ceive how any one can innocently join in 
the uſe of her Prayers, much leſs declare an 
unfeign d aſſent and conſent to every Thing 
in them contain d, who disbelieves this Do- 
&rine. For, in the general Canfeſſion, after 
a variety of Phraſe denoting an intire De- 
fection of all Men from their Dutv, it is 
expreſsly declar d, that there is no Health in 
us — No Salvation to be had in and thro' 
our ſelves. Agreeably hereunto, ſhe makes 
this Doctrine the Foundation for divers Pe- 
titions for Grace, and the Succours of God's 

| Holy 
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Holy Spirit, thro' her whole Service. 1 vin 
mention ſome Particulars. 


ALMICH TT God Grant that we be- 
ing REGENERATE AND MADE THY, CHIL- 
DREN BY ADOPTION AND GRACE, "may 
daily be renew'd by thy Holy Spirit 2. 

O God, who knoweſt us to be ſet in the 
midſt of ſo many and ſo great Dangers, 
that BY REASON OF THE FRAILTY OF OUR 
NATURE we cannot en yon — 3 
Grant to usb 

Almighty God, who ſeeſt that we howe 


No PowER of our ſelves to js our ſelves ; 


keep us ——— 

O Almighty God, 1 ALONE canft or- 
der the .unruly ad and ae of a 
Men; Grant 1 —— 

O God the Strength of all them that put 
their Truſt in thee; mercifully accept our 
Prayers: And becauſe hre the WEAKNESS 
of our mortal "Nature 'ws, CAN DO NO GOOD 
THING without thee, Grant 6. a 


30 91 


2 Collect for Chriſtmas Day: b Fourth Sunday 
after the Epiphany. * Second Suuday in Lent. 
d Fourth Sunday after a „ rſt — 


Fter Trinity. 
| O God 
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O God the Protector of all that truſt in 
thee, without whom nothing is ſtrong, nothing 
is Holy; increaſe and multiply upon us thy 


Grant to us Lord that we who 
cannot do any Thing that is good without 


Almighty —— God, of whoſe onLY 
Gir it cometh, that thy faithful People do 
unto thee TRUE AND LAUDABLE Service; 
Grant * | | 

O Lord, —— becauſe the FRAILLTY of 
Man without thee CANNOT BUT FALL, kcep 
1 \ 

O God, foraſmuch as WITHOUT THEE 
WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PLEASE THEE 
mercifully grant 


IT is time now to examine how you 
have acquitted your ſelf upon this Head. 
I have already obſerv'd, that you have in- 


tirely paſs'd over this Frailry of Nature WC 


are ſpeaking of, ſo as never to have once 


a Fourth Sunday after Trinity. b Ninth Sunday 
after Trinity, c Thirteenth. Sunday after Trinity. 
d Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, e Nineteenth 


Sunday after Trinity. ; 
mention- 
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mentioned it: But I ſhall now ſhew, that 
you have even guarded againſt the Suppo- 
fition of the Truth of it, and by many 
plain Expreſſions have ſhewn, that you” be- 
lieve nothing of it. 


r. In your, ſhort Prayer at firſt riſing in 
the Morning, you addreſs your ſelf to God 
in a manner very unſuitable to one who 
thought that zhro' the Weakneſs of his Na. 
ture He could do no good Thing without GOD. 
For you ſpeak of no anworthine ſs in you to 
approach Him, of no bownden Duty that you 
thereby diſcharge, nor of any neceſſity 
thereof. You profeſs no more than that 
it BECOMES you to worſhip" Him. You are ſo 
far from confeſſing any Corruption of Na- 
ture in you, that you make no airect Con- 
feſſion of your having ever been guilty of 
any actual Tranſgreſſion at all. You ask 
Pardon indeed for every wilful Tranſpreſſion 
and Omiſſion of your Duty, but beſides that 
you confine all Sins to thoſe of wilfulne/; 
only, you make no real Confeſſion of your 
having ever been guilty of any ſuch. If 
you have been guilty, you ask Pardon for 
them; but 1 find nothing that amounts to 

a Charge 
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a Charge of any ſach, Guilt npon you. All 
you directly acknowledge in this Prager is, 
that you ate God's Creature, and his Servant, 
and the Diſciple of his Sen, And every Bo- 
dy knows, there can be nothing ſinful of 
any kind imply'd in any of thoſe Relations : 
wherefore ſo far as may be gather'd from 
this Prayer, you do- not look upon Sin, in 
any. degree of it, as a neceſſary Frailty in 
your ſelf or any one elſe. 


2. IN your ſhort Prayer at Night, juſt 
before going to Bed, you thank God for his 
*« defending you from all the great Evils 
e both natural and MORAL, With which this 
e imperfect State ſo much abonnds.” This 
is no Confeſſion of Guilt of any kind. This 
might ſuit the Mouth and Condition of a 
_ Creature perfectly ſinleſs. It ſeems indecd 
to be made upon the Model of a famous 
Prayer in the Goſpel Goa, I thank thee, 
1 am not as other. Men are, Extortioners, un- 
Juſt, &c. But you afterwards come 
nearer the Point —— You do declare your 
{elf perizent of all Tranforeſſions that have 
been wilful in you, and deſire God's for- 
givencls of whatſocver He had ſeen amiſs 
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in your Conduct thro' the paſt Day; but 
I find no Confeſſion of your having your 
ſelf ſpy'd any Thing amiſs in your Conduct. 


IN your Third and longer Prayer your 
Addreſs is more aecent; you there acknow- 
ledge your ſelf to be God's unworthy Crea- 
ture, and that you approach his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, in the deepeſt Senſe of your own mani- 
fold Imperfections, and that your Failitgs and 
Neglects, thro' the courſe of your Life, have 
been many. And that if God ſhould be 
« extreme to mark and to puniſh hat is in 
ce every degree and every Inſtance amiſs, 
« you could not hope for any Portion of 
e his Favour.” This is ſome kind of Con- 
feſſion; but it is deliver d with ſo much 
Caution and Reſerve, as if you was plead- 
ing to an Indiciment, and apprehended ſome 
Advantage might be taken of your mak- 
ing too expreſs a Confeſſion, But admit 
this to be ſome kind of Inſtance of your 
{ſuppoſing Confeſſion of Sin to be one Patt 
of the Worſhip of God by Prayer; yet my 
Charge againſt you remains juſt as it did, 
as to your not acknowledging the natural 
Corruption of Man, and his inability to 

| | pleaſe 
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pleaſe God thro his native Powers; for, that 
no body might miſtake your Mind in this 
Matter, you have taken due Care to ask 
Forgiveneſs of thoſe Things only, where- 
by you have offended God from hos begin- 
ning of your RATIONAL Life -x. 


In. your gage which you very right, 


ly call a Large Form of Prayer, you expreſs 
you ſelf, much in the ſame manner as be- 
fore, and. carefully guard againſt confeſling 
too much. Wilful Sins are thoſe only for 
which you will yield to ask Forgiveneſs; 


and thoſe Things which God has ſeen amiſs 


in you from the. beginning of your rational 
Life, are the only Failings and Imperfections 
which you think fit to acknowledge. And 
leſt you might yet be miſunderſtood, by 
thoſe, who. uſe your ' Prayers; to this Peti- 
tion Forgive me all the Sins which I my 


+ ſelf can now call to my Remembrance, 


you join this extraordinary Pirection— 
Here it may be proper fer a Terſem in mention 
| any remarkable Inſt ance, if He be conſcious of 

any ſuch,” but highly. improper to, caufeſs Sins 
of which: He knaws not Himſelf to have been 


- / P Pag. 210. 


3 guilty. 
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evilty. Who thoſe Perſons ate that cant 


need this Caution, if it is meant to guard 
Men againſt confeſſing any aQual Tranſ- 
greſſions of which they know not them- 
ſelyes to be guilty, I profeſs I cannot ima- 
ovine. For was there ever one Inſtance of 
this Abſurdity in the World, in any Man 
who was enough in his Senſes to be capa- 
ble of receiving Advice about this or any 
other Matter? No, the Danger is juſt on 
the other Side; and you know it to be ſo; 
and therefore cannot be underſtood in any 


other Senſe, but as cautioning your Diſciples 
againſt acknowledging any ſuch Contagion 


of Nature and Weakneſs of Faculties, as 
would render our beſt Services, without 


the Aſſiſtance and Sanchifcation of God's 


Holy Spirit, imperfe& and faulty. If you 


deny the Truth of this Principle, as the W- 
cinians all do, there is ſome Senſe in cau- 


tioning Men againſt making an Acknow- 
ledgment i of it; and for this Reafon 1 160k 
upon the Direction juſt now quoted as a 
Proof of your Sentiments in this Matter; 


and that you deſire to be thought to have 


form d- your Tyrajers upon the 9 
5 af 
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of Man's being able to pleaſe God in the 
Strength of his own Faculties. 


Ir this can ſtill remain a Doubt with 
any one, I think, your great Care in ask- 
ing Pardon for thoſe Sus only which are 
wilful, muſt clear it up. For, if it be true, 
that there is a Feakreſs in our Faculties 
that renders our beſt Services unacceptable, 
but for the ſake of the Attonement that 
has been made by Chriſt; certainly every 
real Tranſgreſſion of God's Law, tho” the 
effect of Error, Ignorance, or Infirmity, 
has the Nature of Sin, and ought to be ac- 
knowledged and repented of; and no one 
who believes this original Corruption of 
Nature, can think otherwiſe. Tis notori. 
ous that this was St. Pauls Opinion. For 
altho' the Rage He ſhew'd againſt the firſt 
Chriſtians, when being exceedingly mad 
againſt them, He perſecuted them from Cit 
1b City, was all à miftaken Zeal for God, 
and proceeded from Ignorance and Unbelief* ; 
yet He by no means acquits Himſelf from 
all Guilt in the Caſe: So far from it, that 
He charges Himſelf as a grievous Offender, 

| ” 1 Tim, pt 3. 
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upon the Account of the Effect of his Zeal; 
and calls Himſelf a Blaſphemer and injurious, 
nay the chief of Sinners, at the ſame Time 


that He dcclarcs He was ſo, dare Ignorance 
and Unbelief. | 


Uron the whole, if what our Church 
has affirm'd in her Articlesis true, and what 
has been above advanced both. from Rea- 
ſon and Scripture, be concluſſve, then your 
Prayers are reproachable for a. very Capital 
Defect, and are unfit for the uſe of, Chris 
fie, even if this had been the only Fault 

in them. . Fox either Prayer is no Duty at 
all in a Chriſtian, or it muſt he made upon 
Chriſtian Principles, and with an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Truth 45 it is in Feſus; eſ⸗- 
pecially with an Acknowledgment of thoſe 
Doctrines Which are the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Scheme, and upon Which the whole 
Building | is exected. N aw, this Doctrine, we 
have been conſidering, is certainly one of 
theſe; and therefore, they who abſolutely 
deny the Truth of it, are known to re- 
ect, together with it, all the Capital “ß Do- 
Qrines of Chriſtianity, all that is peculiar to 
the Chriſtian Scheme, all that gives any Dig- 
uc ity 
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»ity to it above a common Syſ/em- of Moral 
Dates, And how cloſely you have fol- 
lowed your Leaders in this too, will appear 
by the Sequel. 

II. SEconDLyY, there is no Expreſſion in 
your Prayers, that does ſo much as diſtant- 
ly imply that Chriſtians are, in any degree, 
ſubje& to the Wiles and Temptations of Sa- 
tan; and accordingly there are no Petitions 
for Help againſt them. 


WurETHER you believe any Thing con- 
cerning the Exiſtence of Evil Spirits I can- 
riot tell. Jam ſure there is nothing in 
your Prayers that can lead any one to think 
you do. But it matters little what your 
private Thoughts are concerning the Point. 
The Holy Scriptures are our Rule; and the 
Senſe of our Church expreſſed in her ſolemn 
Offices of Devotion will be an excellent 
Comment upon that Rule; and both toge- 
ther will fully juſtify the Charge I make 
againſt your Prayers as defective, upon the 
Account now mention'd. The Scripture. 
Account is; That the Angels which kept 
not their firſt Eſtate, but left their oun Habi- 
| tations 
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emtions, them hath God reſerv/d in everlaſting. 
Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Fuagment of 
the great Day x. That tho they are depriv- 
ed of Heaven and Happineſs, they ſtill re- 
tain their Sagacity, and rational Faculties, 
but are withal ſo envious, wicked, and ma- 
licious, as to delight in ſhewing their En- 
mity to God and his Creatures: That they 
have a Prince and Chief among them, cal- 
led by St. Paul the God of this World, aud 
the Prince of the Power of the Air , and are 
under ſome kind of Polity and Government, 
call'd the Kingdom of Darkneſs; the Mini- 
ſters whereof are diſtinguiſh'd by the Names 
of Principalities and Powers and Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, We find alſo that 
the Members of this Wretched Society, are 
uſually denoted in Scripture, by the Term 
Devil, or Satan, from the Part they are al- 
ways acting of being Accuſers and Adver- 
faries to Mankind. And from this Enmity 
that Satan bears to Mankind, and the ſad 
Effects of it, He is alſo tiled a Murtherer, 
a Deceiver, the Father of Lies; by which, 
tho expreſs'd in the Singular Number, the 

Jude v. 6. 2 Pet. II. 4. + 2 Cr. IV. 4. 
Bb. II. 2. t Eph. VI. 12. en | 
= whole 
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Whole Society of malignant Spirits i is uſt: 
ly meant. We learn allo from Seripture 
that as his Power over the Gentile World, 
was exceedingly great; fo it ſhew'd it ſelf 
in a very extraordinary Manner among rhe 
Fews alſo, during the Time of out Saviour's 
Life upon Earth, as appears from the great 
Number of Demonzacks that were then among 
them *. All theſe Things ate as evident 
from the Scriptures, as any Thing that is 
the molt firmly believ'd by us. For if, af- 
ter all that we there meet with upon this 
Subject, the reality of the Devils Exiſtence 
may be diſputed; and what is ſaid of his 
Power and Influence; both upon the Bodies 
and Minds of Men, is all to be reſolved, 
according to the wild Chimera of Hobbs +; 
into Madneſs and Frenzy, or ſome other 
bodily Diſtemper, or into Fancy and a di- 
ſturb d Imagination, or into the natural 
Corruptions of a Man's own Heart; there 
is an end of all Certainty, in any Interpre- 
tation of Scripture whatſoever. Nor can 
it be prov'd, that any Thing real is meant, 
in any Paſſage thereof. The whole may 


* Sec ABp. Sharps Sermons Vol. III. Serm. 4- 
+4 Hobbes Leviathan Cap. de regno Tenebrarum. 
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be reſolv'd into Figure and Fancy, and there 
will be no Criterio® whereby we can be 
certain, whether any of the Perſons there 
ſpoken of had any true Exiſtence. | 
For indced the reality even of our 
Saviour's Perſon, for example, and the 
truth of the Miracles wrought by Him, may 
be explain d away, with the ſame eaſe, and 
by the ſelf ſame Argument, by which it 
is pretended that the whole Scene of his 
Temptation by the Devil was imaginary. 
If there be difficulty in explaining how the 
Devil can act upon Men's Minds conſiſt- 
ently with Humane Liberty; yet this is no 
more an Argument againſt the Truth and 
Reality of the Fact, than the difficulties 
that are often ſtarted againſt many of the 
moſt acknowledged Truths in Religion and 
Philoſophy, are any juſt Reaſon for rejecting 
them. And Van Dales Words, in the Pre- 
face to his Book De Origine & Progreſſu 
Idololatrie & Superſtitionum, as they are re- 
markable in one of his profeſſed diſlike to 
the common Notions concerning Evil Spi- 
rits; ſo they may with great propricty be 
apply'd to the preſent Point. * It is evi- 


as Me autem minimè negare Dæmonas malos (in Commu- 
dent 
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« dent from what has been aid, that I do 


« not in any wiſe deny the Exiſtence of 


« Evil Spirits, underſtood in the common 
« Notion. But what and how great Pow- 
ex they have from their own Nature, as 
© Devils, or what Power the great and good 
4 God may allow them ſometimes to ule, 
ce (now that our Saviour Chriſt has bruis'd 
e the Serpent's Head,) I own I do not ful- 
© ly know. That our firſt Parents were 
te ſeduced by the Devil, and thereby were 
ce drawn, as far as was in his Power, into 
ce eternal ruin, and in them all their Po- 
4 ſterity too, as I firmly believe, ſo I do 
te not clearly comprehend the manner how 
tt jt was done; being in the mean time 
te little ſolicitous about the Aanner and 
« Circumſtances, ſince I am ſure of the Fact. 


Bur if what is related in Særipture, con- 
cerning the Devil's Power to tempt Men 
to Sin, is equally applicable in a due De- 
gree and proportion to all Ages of the 
Church, as well as when it was in its In- 
fancy; what Reaſon can there be to ima- 


F; 
niore ſenſu acceptos) ex illls quæ jam dicta ſunt fatis cle 
ut exiſtimo patet. Verum enimverò &c, 
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gin that his Power hetein is now at an 
end! Indeed when St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
fiery Darts of the Devil — and of wreſtling 
not againſt Fleſh and Bloud, but againſt Prin- 
cipalities and Powers - And St. Peter, of 
the Devil's walking about as a roaring Lion, 
ſeeking whom He may devour, —— it is pro- 
bable thoſe great difficulties and Tempta- 
tions are eſpecially deſcribd, to which the 
firſt Chriſtians were expoſed from the Rage 
of that Perſecution the Devils Malice had 
excited againſt them; but yet there is no 
Intimation' given, that his Power would 
not be the ſame in a like Situation and 
Circumſtances. And there is Reaſon to 
pelieve, that the many Perſecutions that have 
been at divers Limes carried on by Chri- 
ftians againſt one another, have been fo- 
mented by rhe Devils Malice, and had all 
the ſame Tokens of his Contrivance, that 
the fery Trials themſelves had, of which thy 
Apoſtle more particularly ſpeaks. Burt there 
are many other Things ſaid in Scripture of 
the Power of the Deuil in this Caſe of 
Temptation, that are not in any Senſe more 
applicable to the ancient Times than to any 
other, but are mention d ag incitements to 


the 
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the Vigilance and Caution of all Chriſtians 
in all Ages, Thus when our Saviour 
ſays, in his Explication of the Parable of 
the Sower *, that when any one heareth the 
Wards. of the Goſpel, and underſtandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked one, (in St. Mark Sa- 
tan, in St. Luke the Devil) and catcheth 4. 
way the Seed that was ſown in his Heart; ſince 
the Parable contains Inftruftion alike uſeful 
to all Men in all Ages, what is ſaid of the 
Devil's Power of catching away the Seed 
that was ſown in the Heart, is plainly to 
be underſtood of his Power to do this at 


all Times and in all Places where the Word 
op God is preach'd. 


me Matter is ſlill more diſtinctly ex- 
preſſed in this Chapter in another Parable, 
wherein He reſembles his Church to a Field 
in which the owner ſow'd good Seed, and an 
Enemy Tares; now in our Lord's Explana- 
tion of this Parable f, when He ſays, that 
the Tares were wicked Men who' profeſſed 
the Goſpel, and that the Enemy that ſow'd 
them was the Devil, tis very plain that the 
Power of the Devil in ſeducing Men from 

* Math. XIII. 19. + verſe 37. ; 
. their 
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their Duty will remain as long as there are 
wicked Profeſſors of Religion in the World, 
inaſmuch as the Wickedneſs of all ſuch is 
repreſented as ſome way, and in ſome Senſe 
or other, the effect of his Power. Thus 
when Chriſtians are warn'd in the Holy Scrip- 
tures to reſiſt the Devil*, not to give Place 
m the Devil f, and to be careful leſt Satan 
tempt them | —— as there is no poſlible Ac- 
count to be given for the uſe of ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, if the Devil never had any Power. 
to tempt Men at all; fo, ſince the Caſes 
in which theſe Directions are given, are ſuch 
as will happen as long as Wickedneſs con- 
tinues in the World, they being the Caſes 
of Pride, Anger and Luft ; tis moſt evident 
that the Precepts are all intended for uni- 
verſal uſe, and to arm all Chriſtians, in all 
Ages, againſt the danger they are continu- 
ally expoſed to, from the Wiles and De» 
vices of Satan. 


Ir this Situation therefore, what is weak 
Man to do? Why plainly, as in every o- 
ther difficulty, to apply to God for Help 
Janes IV. 7. 2 + Eph. IV. 27. 

— . F. | 
15 | againſt 
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againſt ſo potent an Adverſary. St. Pan 
aſſures us that God will not ſuffer Chriſtians 
to be tempted above that they are able, but 
will with the Temptation, alſo make a way 
to eſcape, that they may be able to bear it. 
And our Saviour directs his Diſciples to 
Watching and Prayer *, as the great means 
of being dcliverd from Temptations of 
every kind; and agrecably hereunto, He has 
inſerted a Petition in the Form of Prayer 
compoſed by himſelf for deliverance am» 
T8 [lomgs, from the Evil One, or the Devil. 
For as this is the. moſt natural Conſtruct ion 


of the words of that Petition; ſo it is the 
moſt ancient one. 


THaEy who from their Antiquity were 
moſt likely to know the Purport of the 
Petition, do, in a manner univerſally fo in- 
terpret it. Particularly, Tertullian +, Ori- 


* Matt. XXVI. 41. 

+ Ne nos inducas in tentationem, id eſt, ne nos patiaris | 
induci ab eo utique qui tentat. Cæterùm abſit ut Dominus 
tentare videatur Diaboli eſt Infirmitas & Malitia 
Ipſe [ Abrahamus ] a Diabolo tentatus Præſidem 
& Artificem tentationis demonſtravit. ES reſpon- 
det Clauſula interpretans quid fit, Ne nos deducas in textatio- 
nem. Hoc eſt enim, ſed devehe nos 3 malo. Tertullian. 
de Orat. Cap. 8. 


gen, 
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gen * Cyprian +, and Chryſoſtom |, expreſsly 
expound it of Deliverance from the Malice 
and Temptations of Satan. And that it 
was ſo underſtood by the Compilers of our 
Liturgy, is evident from their Paraphraſe of 
it in the Catechiſm ||. But if this is a juſt 
Interpretation, then this Petition, is at once 
a Proof of the Devil's Power in the mat- 
ter of Temptation, and a direction to the 
means for eſcaping the miſchiefs of it. 
Our bleſſed Saviour alſo himſelf pray d for 
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+ In noviſſimo ponimus = Sed libera Nos a Malo com- 
prehendentes adverſa cuncta quæ contra nos in hoc mundo 
molitur Inimicus I quibus non poteſt eſſe fida & firma tutela, 
ſi nos Deus liberet, niſi deprecantibus atque implorantibus 
opem ſuam præſtet. So Bp. Fell gives the Paſſage. But 
Rigaltius clearer in this manner. à quibus poteſt eſſe 
fida & firma tutela, fi nos Deus liberet, fi deprecantibus at- 


que implorantibus opem ſuam e Cyprian. * * 
tione Dominica. 
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| That He will keep us from . our Ghoftly 
Enemy | 
his 
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His Diſtiples that they miglit be pteſerved 
ex T8 [Toes from the Devil x. That this is 
the meaning is probable, becauſe ſome Si- 
ritual Evil muſt neceſſarily be meant; fot 
if our Saviour pray d for their eſcape from 
Temporal Evil; He plainly made that the ſub- 
jet of a Petition, the contrary” to which' 
He had juſt before declar'd would happen 
to them. For in the Chaptet before; He 
tells them, that the Time was coming; that 
whoſoever killed them, would think that He 
did God Service; and that they ſhould weep 
and lament, and be ſorrowful; and have Tri- 
bulation in the Nord f. To this it may be 
added, that as 6 gs ſignifies the Devil 
in St. John's Phraſe in another Place , ſo 
is it uſed in _—_ ſame Senſe heck other ſacred 
Writers . | 


Our Lord allo tells Peter, that Satan has 
aer d to have Him and the other Apoſtles, 
that He might e them as Wheat. And 
that He had pray'd for Him, that his Faith 
aww not * *. From lich tis Ty 


[ 31 241 8 
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that Satan has the Will, and when God 
permits, the Power alſo, to tempt the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt; and that the proper defence 
againſt his Power, is Prayer. St. Paul bids 
the Epheſians put on the whole Armour of God, 
that they might be able to fland againſt the 
Wites of the Devil; and as a means thereof, 
exhorts them ro PRAY always With all 
Prayer and'SUPPLICATION is the Spirit with 
all Perſeverance :. By which tis evident, 
or there can be no certainty. of Interpreta- 
tion even of the plaincſt Words, that Chri- 
ſtians are in danger of falling thro she Wiles 
of the Devil; and that conſtant Prayer is one 
excellent Preſervative agaidſt falling there- 
by. And if this is the Caſe, how 'can you 
be excuſed for your never making one fin- 
gle Petition of this kind thro all your fifty 
long Tages! ? 


TRE Conduct of our Church in 1 
Particular has been very different. She has 
remember d the Danger of Ghriftians from 
the Devices of Satan, in divers Parts of her 
Liturgy, and makes the Protection from 
them the Subject of many Petitions. Thus 


Epb. VI. 11. — 18. 
She 
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She declares, that the bleſſed Son of God 
was manifeſted that He might pzsTROY 
THE WoRKs oF THE DEVIL *. And prays 
that God would deliver us from the CRAFTS 
AND ASSAULTS OF THE DEVIL That 
we may BEAT DOWN SATAN under our 
Feet — And that thoſe EviLs which THE 
CRAFT and SUBTILTY of THE DEVIL or 
Man wORKETH AGAINST US, may be brought 
to nought + And that God would give 
his People Grace to WITHSTAND the 
TEMPTATIONS of the World, the Fleſh, 
and rux DeviL T. And that Children thro' 
Baptiſm may have Power to have Victory, 
and to TRIUMPH AGAINST THE DEVIL, 
the World, and the Fleſh ||. She prays al- 
ſo for Sick Perſons, that God would renew 
in them whatſoever hath been decayed by 
the FRAUD AND MALICE OF THE DEVIL S. 
And that He would waſh the Souls of Per- 
ſons dying —— that whatever Defilements 
they may have contracted thro the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, or THE WiLes or SATAN, be- 


Collect far the $ixth Sunday after Epiphany. 

+ In the Litany. 

T Eighteenth Sunday after Tringzy. - 

| Office for Public Baptiſm. 

S Office for the Viſitation of the Sick. | 
Tk G 2 ing 
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ing PURG'P AND DONE AWAY, they wb 
preſented pure before Goa. 


Ul. THIRDLY, your 8 are yy for 
the uſe of Chriſtians, - becauſe there is no 


Acknowledgment in them of the __ 
of our bleſſed ani. 4 


You intimate nothing, W the 
whole, of his being poſleſs'd of any Dignity 
of Nature above your own. - You always 
ſpeak of Him as a mere Man, as one upon 
no other Account excelling other Men, but 
by his blameleſs, and perfect Example of Holi- 
eſs and Patience, and by the Honour of the 
gracious Errand * upon which He was ſent, 
.todeclare God's Will concerning the Terms 
of Salvation, More than this is not, with 
any Art of Interpretation, to be extracted 
from your Prayers. But this is ſo much be- 
low the Dignity and Perfeclions of our Sa- 
VDiour, as they are repeatedly, and in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms laid down in Seripiure, that 
Prayers ſo capitally defective can never be 
innocently” uſed by thoſe who believe the 
Truth as it is in Feſus. WO. 
? Pag. 325 5 \ 334 36 3 2 
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For the Characters under which the Hu. 
ty Scriptures repreſent Him are theſe : That 
He {the Mord] was in the beginning with God, 
and was God: That all Things were made by 
Him, and without Him was not any Thing made 
— was made : That He | the Mora] was 
made Fleſh and dwelt among us, (and we be- 
held his Glory, the Glory as of the ONLY BE. 
' GOTTEN OF THE FATHER) full. of Grace and 
Truth*; That what Things ſoever the Fa- 
ther doth, thoſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe. 
For as the Father raiſeth up the Dead and 
quickeneth them: Even ſo the Son quickeneth 
whom He will. For the Father judgeth no 
Man But hath committed all Judgment to 
the Son: That all Men ſbould Pas the Son, 
even as they honour the Father. as the 
Father hath Life in Himſelf, fo hath He gi- 
ven to the Son to have Life in Himſelfſ that 
all Things which the Father hath, are his, — 
He prays alſo in theſe Words, 0 Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with the 
Glory which I had with thee before the World 
was — ||. He is ſaid to be over all, God 
bleſſed for ever. F —— And that He is the 


4 Job. I. 1, 2, 3, 14. + Job. V. 19, 21, 22, 23, 26. 
t Jeb. XVI. 15, || Job. XVII. 5. $ Rom IX. 5. 
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tmage of the inviſible God, the firſt born of 
every Creature that by Him were all Things 
created that are in Heaven and that are in 
Earth, viſible and inviſible that all Things 

were created by Him and for Him: That He 
is before all Things and by Him all Things con- 
fix. Now can it be imagin'd that all theſe 
Excellencics of our Saviour's Perſon are ſo 
diſtinctly deſcrib'd, and ſo often recounted, 
for no Purpoſe at all? and after ſuch De- 
clarations, can Chriſtians be at liberty to be- 
lieve, think, and ſpeak of Him juſt as they 
pleaſe, and as ſuits beſt with their own 
Fancies? And particularly, can it be inno- 
cent in a ſinful Mortal when He addreſſes 
the Throne of Grace, to uſe no Expreſſions 
that import any peculiar dignity of Perſon 
in Him, of whom the Scriptures ſpeak in fo 
magnifcent a manner? Is the calling Him 
your Maſter, the paying due Honour to 
Him, whom you are commanded to honour 
even as you honour the Father? Is the bare 
acknowledgment of his being an innocent 
Mau, of an exemplary Life, and patient un- 
ger Mere is this a decent „ of 


vs Coloſ. J. TH 16, 17. 
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Him, who is the Lord of Life and Glory, the 
great Creator and Upholder of all Things? 


OUR Reformers proceeded in a very dif. 
ferent way. As they heartily believ'd this 
Doctrine of Scripture, and had juſt Notions 
of its Importance; ſo they have interwoven 
it with every Part of our Publick Liturgy. 
In the excellent Hymn, Te Deum Laudamns, 
it is declar'd, that the Holy Church throughout 
all the World doth acknowledge —— The 
Father of an infinite Majeſty, nis HONOUR- 
ABLE, TRUE, AND ONLY SON 3 alſo the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt the Comforter. And the Yerſicles that 
follow to the End of the Damn, are all di- 
realy. apply'd to THE SON, in various Ac- 
knowledgments of his Divine Power and 
Excellency, and with humble Requeſts for 
his continual Mercy and Bleſſing. The 
ſame Thing is done in the Litany, which 
being a ditect Adareſs thto the whole, ſave 
in a very few Petitions, only to Criſt, as 
to our God and Saviour, for every Bleſſing 
temporal and ſpiritual, is ſo full a Proof 
of the judgment of our church in this 
Caſe, that it will be leſs needful to multi- 
ply Quotations. I ſhall content my ſelf 
| _ 0” 
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therefote with referring in the Margin; to 
ſuch other Prayers of the Liturgy wherein. 
the like Acknowledgments are made of 
this great Truth of Chriſtianity, either by 
directing the Petitions ſingly to Him &, of 
by expreſsly declaring the Doctrine in ſome 
ſuch ſtrong Form of Words as this, — »ho 
tiveth and reigneth with thee and the Frw 
Choſt ONE .Gop World without wo 


IV. A FourTna Reaſon for my Charge 
againſt your Prayers is, that as there is no 
Acknowledgment in them of our Saviour's 
Divine Nature, that great Foundation of the 
Merit and Efficacy of his Sufferings; ' ſo nei- 
ther are they made in the Profeſſion of his 
being our High Prieſt, who has, by the S. 
erifice of Himſelf, made a complete Attone- 
ment for the Sins of the World. And yet 
this is the great and diſtinguiſhing Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity, and is deſcribed” in Scripture 
with the greateſt Strength and variety of 
Expreſſion poſſible For tis affirmed, that 


„Colleds for Third Sunday i in | Advent, 80 Stipben' 7 
Day, Firſt Sunday in Levt. 

7 Firſt” Sunday in Lent, Good Friday Bilter-Day, Afeent 
fron-Day, | &c. All the Prayers alſo wherein there is 4 
Dexolegy, are Proofs of the ſame Point, . 
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He gave Himſelf = Ranſem for all am 
d rep Taro *, That we are ſanitify'd thro 
the offering of the Body of Feſus Chriſt once 
for allt. That He bub one ſuffered for Sms, 
the Fat for the Unjuſt, that He 7 7 bring 
ws 10% C f. That we are bought by Him ff. 
That we are bought with à Price f. "Thi He 
redeemed us by 15 Blood. That He appeared 
to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of Himſelf — 
that He died for the Ungodly. That we are 
 juſtify'd by his Bloud, were reconciled to God ty 
his Death, and by Him have recei/d the At- 
tonemen F. By all. which He has ſuſtain'd 
the Office of the ons MeD1&TOR BE- 
Tween Gop and Man AK. 


Br which Expreſſions and many more 
that occur to the ſame Purpoſe, there is a 
plain Efficacy aſcrib'd to our Saviour's Suf- 
fcrings, and they are. repreſented as the true 
and real Cauſe of the Reconciliation that has 
been made of Sinners to GOD. This Pro- 
pitiation and Atronement has been uſually 
tiled by Dives, the making Sati faction to 


1 15. II. 6. + Heb. X. 10. f 1 Per. III. 18. 

2 Pet. II. 1. er Cor. VI. 20. Rom. V. 

6, 9, 10, 11. Heb. IX. 26. ** 1 Tim. II. 5. 
H GOD. 
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GOD. And the Exception that is made 
by Socinians againſt the uſe of that Term, 
becaule it is not expreſsly apply d in Scrip- 
ture, to the Sacrifice of Chriſt, is a weak and 
idle Cavil. What is meant by Satisfaction 
is evidently imply'd in the Term Attone- 
ment, but eſpecially in what is ſaid of Chriſt's 8 
having bought us with a Price, For this ne- 


ceſſarily imports a Purchaſe by a valuable 
Conſideration, and is ever underſtood 'to | 


denote, that there has been a real Satisfa- 


dion made for what is purchaſed thereby, 


And the Account the Holy Scriptures give 
of the Dignity of Chriſt's Perſon is a, ſuffi- 
cient Indication of the Ground and Reafon 
why his Suffcrings had ſuch a Power as to 
procure Eternal "Redemption for us. And 
this Doctrine of our Saviour; Mediation, for 
the Pardon of Sin, ang the obtaining Eter- 
nal Life, and every other good Gift, is ei- 
ther cxprelsly acknowledged, or neceſſarily 
imply'd in almoſt every one of the Church's 
Prayers and Hynms, It is neceſſarily imply d 
in all thoſe Prayers which conclude in this 
or the like manner; Thro the Aight, thro 
the Merits, — In the Name and Mediation — 
thro' the Satisfaction thro the Aerits and 

Media- 
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Mediation = For the Sake — for the worhi- 


neſs of thy Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord. And 


it is directly acknowledged in the follow- 
ing Petitions 5 Ve pray thee help thy Servants 
whom 'thou haſt” redeemed with thy' precious 
Bond *, Spare thy People whom thou haſt RE 
DEEMED with thy moſt PRECIOUS BLOVUDF. 
By thy Cross and PaggioN, DEATH "and 
* Good LorH deliver us +. © We bleſs thee 
ore alt for thine intfimable Love in 
15 "REDEMPTION of the World bj our LorD 
Jesvs* Cnkisr fl. O Lord ſuccout ns; 
that thy bountiful Grace may 
ſpeedily help us, thro” ned SarisfaQtion 
of Chriſt our Lord $54 Almiglity 
God® who haſt givers think only Son to be 


unto us A SacriFice for Sin 


Give us Grice tllat we may always mot 
tankfully receive thit His INESTTITARL E 
Brxerrr . We beſcech thee, O Lord, 
that as we have known the Incarnation of 


thy 8 Son Jeſus Chi — fo by his Cnv5 
Var 11 vo b fnobau ibn ob 
* Te Deum. 4 Litany. | 
General Thanksgiving N 
9 Fourth Sunday in dt t6._nvi152d0l2D od; 
Second — after 8 Rib no yd 
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AND PAS$ION- We may be BROUGHT'tO *. 
Au of his nc) * 
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I His is. the manner in hich our - Church 
has acknowledged the Office which our 
Lord has ſuſtain'd in out Redemption. But 
there is nothing to be found of this kind 
throughout all your Prayerg. In two of them 
you do not ſo much as put up your Peti- 
tions in the Name. of Chrif, or, as his Diſ- 
ehe t. And in the other three there is not 
a ſingle Expreſſion that ampunts to an Ac 
knowledgment of our Sawiour's Merits, Sa- 

frißce and Aeatation; ſave what may be im: 
ply d in What you declare, that you pug up 
your. . and deſire God would acgept 


Senſe you. uſe that Expreſſion. (the ine 

meaning of which muſt be examin d into 
preſently) You cannot think it of neceſſity 
to be uſed, becauſę, as, 1 Gaid, in two of 
your Prajers| v have wholly. omitted It, 
__ that you 90 not underſtand Kd it any 


* . See al — an * Time of 
the Celebration of the - 9g ty "Preface apo Eafter- 
Day. Conſecration. Prayer &. ; 

+ Firſt and Second Prayer. 


ana © © + Profeſſion 
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Profeſſion of his being the Mediator between 


God and Man, and that we have acceſs to 


GOD, and Hopes of Pardon in and thro 
his Merits and Satisfaction only, 45: moſtevi- - 
dent; not only-from:your-Sikene&upan\chis - 
Head in all the Perimanary Parts of your 

Prajers,'\ but. from your making nothing 

lixe this the Subject of your Tian in any 
one of them. In your Third;Braen * your 
have indeed thefe Words i praiſe thy 

Holy: Name: for all' that thy. 80nd Jeſus 

4 Ghriſt did, and taught, aud ſafferd, 
c in this World, in order to redeem Man- 
6 Kind from the Power andi Puniſment 
«of their Sins. nnd in you 44ſt Prayer, 
yon have Words for Senſe the ſame with 
thoſe) now quoted from your T,! And 


in Jour lange Prayer 4 aſter Words to the 


ſame . effect, you add your Thank 
4 his humbling Himſeif evefi to the 
1 the Croſs, and ſhedding his 
t Bloud far the Nemiſſion of out Sins.“ = 
ne WH (11 ek *. N 460 1591 21 
Bux tho led at mention in 
of ſomthing: dane, 1anght. and ſuffired, * 
erder to redeem! n and r- 
2 Page 209% ag 223. 


that 
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that He /wffered Death who: the Croſs, and 

ſhed his Bland for the Remiſſiom of our Sins; 
yet is: there not any Thing intimated of this 
Redemption's: being the Efie of what He % 
and ſaſfeneds of its: being due to the Aerit 
thereof; nothing of that Dipin/y of 'Perfon 

that gaye Efficacy thereto; nothing: *tharim- | 
ports any kind of S or Atrouciment, 
by the Sucre of Himſeifz or that aſtribes 
any: Per and Virtae ib what He di and 
ſoſfertam as tha eſfadve Means of Man's He. 
dewption: Fheſe Particulars aret all intixely 
paſs d over. without ſo muckꝭ as d remote 
Alluſton 40 any one of alem: Vouachnow - 

ledge indeed, as Suνwihiniſcif would do, 
that -He ſhi his Blond. fim lib em bf u 
us, Whick He might ina true Senſt de 
dai tor da. cs Ho theteby gave Teſunany 
to the Trumh of his Dif##ine;- upon the-: Be. 
lief and Practice of which the — 
Man depends. Bui that He offered Him- 
ſelf as: a trur, proper i um ſuſtrim [Suerifice 
for Sin; That his Bloud was the Price wherc- 
by our Redemption: was'pmohaſed, the ve- 
ry: Reaſonof the Pardon of Sin, ad ef bur 
Reconciliation to God f this you neither 
fay nor intimate any Thing; and yet ſay- 
ing 
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ing leſs than this, is ſaying. nothing that 


can be pleaded in Vindication of your ſelf 
from the preſent Charge. You gave your 


1 „ 


Sacrifice of the. Croſs, when, vou ſubjoined 
ſo many other Particulars & of the Grace 
and Mercy of God in Man's Redemption. 
Wherefore as an Omiſlion in ſo Capital a 
Point, muſt be the effect of Deſig ign in any 
Author of common Care and common Un- 
derſtanding; whatever Ingavertenties you 
may elſewhere have been guilty of, I think 
it is not poſſible for you to clear your ſelf 
from the imputation of having deſi ignedly 
remoy'd the important Truths of Chriſt's 
Divinity and Attonement by rhe Merit of his 
Croſs, from being the Subject of Thanks or 


even Acknowledgment in evety one of Your 
Pagers. 


V. I cuance your belles ill farther 
as unfit for the uſe of Chriſtians, becauſe 
there is no Acknowledgment in them of 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the 
office that He has ſuſtain d, and ſtill ſuſtains 
in the great Work. of Man's Salvation. 

9 OY 2254 
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"Now as the Perſonality of the th, Spi. 
tit, is as evident from Scripture : as any, Thing 
that is there in che plaineſt manner con- 
tand *; To the Divine Attributes of Om- 
N ipreſence 1, Gmnlſeience 4, Omnipotenceſ|, 
are direQly and in ſtrong. Terms aſcribed 
unto Him.“ His Divine Majeſty and "Glory 
are alſo neceffarily imply'd from what our 


Saviour has taught us of the unpardonable- 


neſs of Blaſphemy againſt Him *, and from 
his Command that Bapriſm ſhould be ad- 
miniſter'd in the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, as 
well as of the Father and the Son 25 They 
ate moreover frequently join'd together in 
Seripture as Perſons of the ſame Nature, 
Diguity and Power, concurring and united 
in the ſame Deſign of making all Men hap- 
py; and their diſtin and reſpective A ſſiſt- 

ance in this great Work of Grace and Mer- 
cy, is at once made the Subject of a ſhort 
Prayer by St. Paal in theſe well known words 
The GRACE of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the. Lovs of God, and the, COMMUNION 


ank i Job V. 7. 1 Cor. II. 10, f. 1 Cor. XII. 21. 


777 Fſalm CXXXIX. 7. 1 Cor. 

III. 16. | t 1 Cor. II. 10, 11. POLAR 
| Lake I. 35. 37. 1 Cor, XII. 11 

Matth. XII. 32. *+ Matth. XXVIII. 19. 
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of tie Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. * | | 
More particularly, as all the extraordinary. 15 
Gifts vauchſafed in ſo conſpieuous a man- $ 
ner to the Firf.Chriſtians, are all declar'd to i 
be the Operations of the Holy ꝓirit ; fo al- il 
ſo the whole Work of Regeneration, where- if 
by the Hearts of Chriſtians are renew'd and if 
ſandtifya, and made capable of pleaſing God, nl 
is intirely aſcribed ro the Holy Spirit, as part il 
of his Office as Comforter. And as all Men 1 
are,\.thro' the whole Bible repreſented as in « | 
2 Statę of Degeneracy and Corruption z ſo 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit is ever 
deſcribed: as neceſſary for the cleanſing Mens 
Hearts, and thereby putting them into a 
condition of enjoying the Spiritual Happi- 
neſs of the future State. Certainly nothing 
leſs than this, can be meant by thoſe, Words 
of our Saviour, Except a Man le born of the 
Spirit, He cannot enter into the Kingdem of | 
Cod f. Or by thoſe of the Evangeliſt — | 
As. many as received Chriſt A were born not | 


of Bloud, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of 
the Will of Man, but of God ||. Or by thoſe * 


of St. Paul After that the Kindneſs and 
22 Cor. XIII. 144. +'1 Cor. XII. 8, 9, Kc. 
t Jeb. III. ZF. I Job. I. 12, 13. 


ah "C4. ol Love 
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Love of God our Saviour toward Man appear- 
ed, not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we 
have done, but according to his Mercy He $AV- 
ED US BY THE WASHING OF REGENERA- 
TION, AND RENEWING OF THE) HOLY 
GnosT —— *, This Office therefore of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as the Divine Sandtifier of 
Mens Hearts, and the Author of thoſe 
Graces, Which, from his Agency in producing 
them, are called the Fruit of the Spirit t, 
being ſo diſtinctly repreſented in Scripture, 
it can never be an indifferent matter, whe- 
ther Men order their Religious Services a- 
greeably hereunto or not. It cannot be in- 
nocent in them to form their Addreſſes to 
God for Pardon, and eternal Glory, under 
a total Neglect of the Acknowledgment of 
that Relation in which we ſtand towards this 
Divine Perſon, in reſpect of that very Office 
which He is pleaſed continually to execute 
for our infinire Benefit and Advantage. 
Let us now ſee how our Church has con- 


ducted her ſelf with regard to theſe Par- 
ticulars. 


THE Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt is acknow- 


N. I. 4. 5. + Gal. V. 22. "TOP 
Cage 


( 67) 

ledged as diſtinctly, as the Divinity of the 
Son is, and generally in the ſame Places. 
This is too evident to be deny'd. And the 
Otfice of the Holy Spirit as the Comforter 
and Sanctifier of the Hearts of Chriſtians, is 
plainly acknowledged in all the Petitions 
that follow, and in many more. 


5 O God | we beſcech thee leave us 


not CoMFORTLEsSS, but ſend to us thy 


HoLy GHosT to COMFORT US, and exalt 


us unto the ſame Place, whither our Sa- 


viour Chriſt is gone before * 
Sod. who didſt teach the Hearts 
of thy faithful People, by ſending to them 
the Licar of thy HoLy SP1R1T, grant us 
by the ſame SPIR1T to have a RIGHT JUDG- 
MENT in all Things, and evermore to re- 
joyce in his Hoy Courokr þ - 

O God, mercifully grant that thy Hol r 
SPIRIT may in ALL THINGS DIRECT and 
RULE OUR HEARTS f. | | 

Almighty God CLEANSE THE 
THouUcaTs oF on HeaRTs by the Inſpi- 
ration of thy HOLY SPIRIT || —— 

* Sunday after Aſeenfion. | + Whitſunday. 


t Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Firſt Collect in Communion- Office. 5 
” 14 Almighty 


& 
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Almighty God, give thy HOLY SPIRIT 
to theſe Perſons, that they may be BORN 
AGAIN, and made Heirs of ereclaſling Sal- 


VATION * 

Almighty — God who haſt W 
to RECGENERATE theſe thy Servants by Was 
ter and the HoLY - GHOST - STRENGTHEN 
them with the Hol x GHOST the COM- 
FORTER | 

O Father of Mercies — we fly unto 
thee for Succour, in behalf of this thy Ser- 
vant, the more the outward Man de- 
caycth, STRENGTHEN Him ſo much 
the more CONTINUALLY With thy GRACE 
and Horr SPIRIT in the inner alan 
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 I-FORBEAR to mention more Inſtances | 
in a Caſe ſo plain. And now can it be 
imagin'd that the perſonal Excellencies -of 
the Son and HoLy Se1r1T of God, andthe 
incomparable Benefits from the Mediation 
of one, and the Sardification of the other, 
ſhould be 1 N d in H. 1657 


Office of N70 HF thoſe vs riper _ and: to the 
{me Senſe in divers other Colle in the - for . mM. 
+ Omce of Confirmation. 


Yd Office for the N N * the. Sick, 6.1 
wy | _— 
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ture, and yet Chriſtians be at Liberty to form 
their , Pragers in flat contradiction thereto, 
and even deſignedly to omit all mention 
or regard « of the Relations wherein we ſtand 
towards them, and of the Benefits which 
Chriſtians receive thereby? For the Duties that 
ariſe from the Relations in which we ſtand 
towards them, according to the Revelation 
that, has been made. concerning them, are 
of the ſelf ſame Obligation, with the Duty 
that we owe to God the Father. Tis true 


indeed, we may know the Relation in which 


we- ſtand towards Him as our GOD, by the 
help of Reaſon only; but then as the Ob- 
ligations of Duty and Gratitude ate bound 
ſtill the ſtronger upon us, by what He has 
declar'd of his Mercy and Goodneſs to us 
in Chriſt Feſus; ſo the Obligations of giving 
Honour, Reverence and Thanks to the Son and 
the Holy Spirit (now the Offices they have 
ſuſtain' d are plainly re vealed) do as evident- 
Iy appear, as if thoſe, Relation, could have 
been diſcover d by our natural Reaſon. For 
as an ingenious Author has in a late very 
curious Treatiſc * argued i in a clear and con- 
vincing manner, upon this very point, 


2 * Analogy of Religion to the Courle of Nature 3 172 
Ho 
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« How theſe Relations are made kitown, 
© whether by Reaſon or Revelation, makes 
c no alteration in the Caſe. Becauſe 
* the Duties ariſe out of the Relations them- 
c ſelves, not out of the manner in which 
« we are inform d of them. The Son and 
« Spirit have each their proper Office in 
that great Diſpenſation of Providence, the 
* Redemption of the World; one our Mx- 
* PIATOR, the other our SANCTIFIER, 
Does not then the Duty of Religions Re- 
* gards to both theſe Divine Per ſons as im- 
«< mediately ariſe to the View of Reaſon, 

< out of the very Nature of theſe Offices 
and Relations, as the inward good Will and 
« kind Intention, which we owe to our 
« Fellow Creatures, ariſes out of the com- 
mon Relations between us and them?“ 
For, as He goes on in the following Page *, 
© The Office of our Lord,” and | add, © the 
“ Office of the Holy Spirit, being made 
« known, and the Relations they ſtand in 
* to us, the Obligation of Religious Regards 
to them is plainly MORAL as much as 
Charity to Mankind is, ſince this Obliga- 
* tion ariſeth before external 5 im- 


. 153. 


ce 


6 3 


« mediately out of thoſe their Offices and 


C Relations theraſelves =” And theſe Rela- 


tions © being real (tho before Revelation, e 


could be under no Obligations from them, 


yet upon their being revealed) there is 


no Reaſon to think, but that neglect of 


e behaving ſuitably to them, will be attend- 


e ed with the ſame kind of Conſequences, 
e under God's Government, as neglecting 
tc to behave ſuitabiy to any other Relations, 
6 made known to us "Oy pp 205 | 


1F therefore both the Son and Holy Spirie- 
are indeed Divine Perſons, and do moreover 
ſtand in thoſe Relations to us which have 
been mention'd, which is as evident, as it is 
that the Scriptures themſelves are credible; 
it is ſhocking, that in a Ser of Devorions for 
the daily uſe of Chriſtians, theſe great Arti- 
cles of Religion, which are to direct their 
Conduct in the manner of performing eve- 
ry Religious Duty, ſhould be all as much over- 
look d, as if you had been an intire Stran- 
ger to the Goſpel.” For from the foregoing 
Reaſoning tis certain, that if we had been 
made acquainted only with the Obligations 
we are under to the Sox and Hoh Spirit of 
| GOD, 


W 


(72) 
GOD 3 and nothing had been directed con- 
cerning the way of  our-.cxpreſling:ajult 
Senſe of the Benefits receiv'd from them 
yet the Relations themſelves would be the 
Foundation of Duty in us, and a wilful neg- 
lect of pay ing Honour, Reverence, and grate- 
ful Acknowledgments to them as the great 
Authors of ſo much Favour and ſo much 
Mercy to us, muſt, even in that Caſe, have 
been ſtrictly an Act of 'Misbehaviour,! and 
firictly IMMORAL, But ſuch a Neglect is 
 Rill farther culpable, as it is an Offenſe a- 
a direct e and n. tive Dat For 
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* N ich, pn rr to our 8 
and to his Dignity and Mealiation, the; very 18 
Promiſe of his Preſcnce. with Chriſtiaus in 
their Publick Aſſemblies fot Religiaus Wor- 
ſhip is confirm'd by Himſelf to thoſe who 
are gather a 4 zogether in his Name *, And 
He gives no Aſſurance. of performing the 
Requeſis of any but of thoſe who ſhallask 


2 r N 
* 


1 5 


ern 


St. paul — that-whatever we & 48 in 
Word or. Deed, we muſt: do. all in the NAME 

of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. giving Thanks, to 

be * Matth. XVIII. 19, 20. Feb. XIV. 13,14. 
| 7 God / 
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Gi and the Father By HiM*. And aſſures 
us, that THRo' HIM both Jew and Gentile 
have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father f. 
And the Author to the Hebrews calls upon 
Himſelf and all Chriffians to offer BY HIN 
IJxsus] the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God continu- 
ally}. From theſe Paſſages (to which many 
more might be added) it is as clear as the 
Light, that © Chriſtians cannot without the 
Guilt of direct Diſobedience to the expreſs 
Command of God, approach the Throne of 
his Grace, but in the Name of Chriſt, and 
in confidence of Acceptance thro' Hm on- 
ly, and by pleading his Merit and the Pow- 
er of his Mediation. I wave the mention 
of what may be further proy'd from the 
Paſſage quoted from St. John, and from 
many more, namely, the Duty of a dire& 
Invocation of the Son of God, as the juſt 
Object of every Chriſtian's Religious Honour 


and Worſhip. - Becauſe there is no occaſion 


to make that great Article of Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, any Point of the preſent Controver- 
ſy. For your Prayers are ESSENTIALLY DE- 
FECTIVE even upon the Interpretation of 
that Paſſage, and every other, in the Senſe 


Col. III. 17. + Eph. II. 18. f Heb, XIII. 15. 
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only of directing us to acknowledge the 
Merits of Chriſt, and to plead the ſame as 
the ground of our Hopes. For you are as 
far from pleading for Acceptance thro' any 
Aerit of Chriſt, as you are from __ 
Him as your God. | 


Ir it be ſaid, that you do profeſs to pray 
in Chriſt's Name in three of your Prapers; 
this will in no wiſe help the matter. For 
the uſing the Words without their juſt and 
univertally allow'd meaning, is a low Art 
to skreen your ſelf from ſome Inconveni- 
encies that you may perhaps fear might at- 
tend the being too open in the Point. For 
that you mean not thereby to plead the Me- 
rits of Chriſt's Sacrifice and Mediation, as 
the Foundation of your Hopes, is as evident, 
as it is, that you acknowledge nothing. of 
any ſuch Sacrifice or Mediation; And that 
you acknowledge no Fad of that kind, is 
cvident from your not making them the 
Subjects of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to GOD; 
and from your flighting every occaſion to 
expreſs any Sentiments that are agreeable to, 
or naturally follow from the Suppoſition 
of the Truth of them; and cſpecially from 


a Paſ- 


(75) 


2 Paſſage in the beginning of your Large 
Prayer * which is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
ſuch a Suppoſition. For you there with an- 
Parallel d Aflurance declare to God Himlelf, 
that He is “ Too JusT AND. To0 Goop 
not to ACCEPT of the ſincere End-avours 
< of” his Creatures to reform whatever has 
ce been amils in their paſt Conduct.“ Be- 
fore I proceed to ſhew the uſe 1 intend by 
this Quotation, I will in a word or two 
examine the Poſition it ſelf contain d in it; 
which is, that — it is inconſiſtent with the Fu- 
ſtice and Goodneſs of God, not to accept ev 

Man ſincere Endeavours for Reformation as 
fs ufficient for Pardon and Fuſlification. This 
is the Senſe of your Words, or I know not 
how to make Senſe of them. oy 


Now if Man could by any fort of Con- 
duct do what is meritorious at the Hand of 
God, and could be in a true Senſe profir- 
able to Him, there might be ſome ground 
for what you ſay. Becauſe the different 
Parts of the ſame Perſon's Behaviour, might 
then be brought into a Compariſon, in or- 


der to ſettle a Balance, by which it might 


2 Fag. 214. 
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appear, that the Proportion of Merit in his 
. After-Condudt did really exceed, and ſo might 
juſtly compenſate for former Defects. But 
this cannot hold in a Caſe of Debt, and 
where eyery Thing that is done is but pare 
Duty. If there has been any Guilt contract- 
ed, that remains jpſt as it did, for any Thing 
that after-Obedience can effect · That may 
ſecure indeed againſt an Increaſe of Guilt; 
but it is utterly unaccountable how it ſnoud 
cleanſe away what is already contraQed. 
The Suppoſition is indeed as abſurd, as it 
would be for a Steward to hope to leſſen 
his Debt to his Lord by placing good ſtore 
of inſigniſicant Figures on the Side wherein 
He makes Himſelf creditor. And it is more- 
over contrary to what is experienced in a 
ſimilar Caſe. In the ordinary Conſtitution of 
Nature, Puniſhment generally follows Gyilt ; 
ſo that, altho' it ſometimes happens, that 
a faulty Conduct does not produce all its 
natural bad Effects, but many are prevent- 
ed by a Man's own Prudence, or by the A.- 
ſiſtance of others; yet it full as often hap- 
pens, that no alteration of Conduct, no after- 
Thought or after- Care will ſignify any Thing 

at all, to prevent the ruinous Conſęquences 
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of, one. luckleſs Inſtance of Misbehaviour. 
And if this is the order of Providence in the 
Conſtitution of Nature; who will preſume 
to ſay, that Reformation alone will ſuffice 
for the recovery of God's Favour in the mo- 
ral and religious Settlement of Things? What 
hope there might be for the Pardon of ſome 
few ſmaller Acts of Tranſgreſſion, in caſe 
true Reformation preſently followd, I can- 
not take upon me to ſay —But to ſuppoſe 
that Crimes a thouſand Times repeated, and 
all of a moſt provoking kind, ſhould be at 
once waſh'd away, by the bare Reformation, 
however late, of an abandon'd Profligate, 
who has it may be, every Day deſerv'd to 
dic by the Hands of publick Juſtice, is an 
Abſurdity too groſs to be admitted by any 
one who is not reſoly'd to reject the Serip- 
ture - Scheme at all Adventures. But as it in 
no wiſe conſiſts with Reaſon to ſuppoſe this; 
ſo it is contrary to the Sentiments of the 
whole World. For all Mankind, Heathens 
as well as Jews, have ever given their Te- 
ſtimony to the Inſufficiency of Reformation 
alone for the Expiation of Guilt, by their 
conſtant, univerſal uſe of Sacrifices for Pro- 
Fitiation and Attonement., But whatever may 


be. 
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be the Truth as to the Principle it ſelf, your 
avawing it is a Demonſtration of what I 
alledge ir for, and that is, to ſhew, that you 
admit nothing of any true Mediation in our 
Lord. For if the ſincere Endeavours of Chri- 
ftians will be a ſufficient ground for Pardon, 


and Acceptance with God, what is the uſe of 
a Mediator and Interceſſor? What need of a 
Saviour where Man can ſet Himſelf right, 
by his own Endeavours? And to what end 
can the awful Solemnity of a Sacrifice and 
a formal Atonement ſerve, when the uſe of 
both is ſuperſeded by an Ware of Re- 


Formation alone ? 


2. SECONDLY, your negle& of acknow- * 
ledging the Office of the Holy Ghoſt as the 
Sanitifier of Mens Hearts, and the Author 
of all their Graces, is not only CULPABLE , 
in the nature of the Thing, as an A@ of 
Ingratitude to ſo great and divine a Bene- 
factor; but as it is alſo an Offenſe againſt 
direct Command, and poſitive Duty. For the 
Holy Scriptures have not left us to our own 
Conduct in this Particular, more than they 
have with regard to the manner of our ac- 
knowledging. the Benefits of Chriſts Aledia- 

| Hom. 
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tion, But as evexy Thing that is Praiſe- 
worthy in a Chriſtian is ever repreſented as 
the effect of the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit; and not only the Sanctification of our 
Hearts, but the free uſe of our Faculties 
themſelves, and the Power of pleaſing God 
in any Inſtance is ever aſcribd to the ope- 
ration of his Hirit upon our Minds, (who 
is therefore ſaid to dwell in us ) fo we are 
commanded to pay Him Religious Honour 
and Worſhip in the uſe of both Sacraments, 
as the ordinary and ſtated. means of obtain- 
ing his Help, and alſo to beg and implore 
the ſame, by continual Prayer. For impor- 
tant and neceſſary as his A ſſi ſtance is, yet 
it is promiſed to thoſe only who ſhall ask 
it f. And therefore we are commanded 
to come boldly unto the THRONE OF GRACE 
that we may obtain Mercy, and find GRACE 
To HELP IN TIME OF NEED T. And to 
ast Wiſdom of God, if we expect to have 
it given us. And agreeably hereunto, as 
has already been ſhewn, theſe Aſſiſtances 
of. God's Holy Spirit are the continual Sub- 
ject of Petition in thoſe: Prayers, or Parts 


I VII Ii. ie ns 124 
+ Luke XI, 13. f Hcbr. IV. 16. James I. 5. 
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of Prayers, of which mention is made in 
Scripture. And our excellent Church hath 
here (as in all other Inſtances) cloſely ſol- 
low'd the Direction and Example of Holy 
Scripture. For indeed the Petitions for 
God's Grace, and the Succours of his Holy 
Spirit to enable us to perform an acceptable 
Obedience, are almoſt as many as there are 
Cullefts in the Liturgy; nor is there one Pray- 
er, that I know of, but what is fram'd up- 
en the Principle of our receiving all Power 
of Repentance and Obedience from God, 
thro the Help of the Holy Spirit. So that 
T muſt in a manner tranſcribe the whole 
Liturgy, if I was to ſet every Paſſage of that 
kind before the Reader, I will however 
mention three or four, wherein the uſual 
diſtinction between the preventing and aſ- 
fſting Grace is preſerv'd, and the 1 
of both 5 dung 


Almighty God we beſeech PRA 
as by thy sPECIAL GRACE PREVENTING US, 
thou doſt put into our Minds good Deſires ; 
ſo by Thy CONTINUAL HELP we may 
brivs the ſame to good effect * 


3 * Zafer Day. | 
10 O Lord 


F 
be 6 Lord grant — that by thy HoLY 
ixep in Ariox, we may THINK thoſe Things 
that be good, and by thy MERCIFUL 6U1D- 
ING may PERFORM, the ſame *. 5 
Lord — the. Author and Giver of all 
good Things, GRAFT IN OUR HEARTS the 
Love of thy Name, - NOURISH us with 
all Goodneſs, and of thy great Mercy 
KEEP US iN THE 8AMEF ——— - 
Lord, we pray thee, that thy Gxacs may 
alway PREVENT and FOLLOW - us k 
PREVENT us, O Lord, in all our doings 
with thy moſt GRAcious FAVOUR, and 
FURTHER. us With thy CON TINUAL HELPI 


1 WILL now examine your Conduct 
10 regard to this Particular. And 
I. FIRST, as you rarely mention the i. 
rit of God thro your whole 30 Pages, 4 
you never do it in the Scripture Seuſe of a 
Divine Perſon, the Sandifier of Chriſtians, 
and the Giver of every Spiritual Gift. There 
are but three Petitions wherein your Name 
, Mage which, ate) theſe.” 


* Fin Sunday after Fefe. of Seventh Sunday 
. aſter Trinity. - + Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Collect after che Communion-Office. 
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Guide and govern me by thy Holy Spi. 
rit in my ſincere Endeavours to attain 
«everlaſting Life . 1 
Guide me by the diſpoſ Hons of thy 
4 Providence, and good Spirit f. 
We beſeech thee ſo to concur with 
us by thy III e and Soon 
CONTI £17770 Ty 
| Now hide you may really mean 
by 'mentioning God's Holy Spirit in theſe 
Petitions, you cannot think the mention 
of Him a matter of any neceſſity, becauſe 
in your twb firſt Prajers, which yet are dt- 
fign'd for daily and conſtant aſe; you do 
not ſo much as once name Him. But I ob- 
ſerve farther, that tho in tWo of the Places 
you join the Holy Spirir and the Providence 
of God together; yet ait is. not neceſſary that 
you ſhould mean any Thing mot than 
"when you mention the Providence of GOD 
only. Becauſe Where you pray, as you of- 
ten do, to be guided by God's Providence, 
it is for the obtaining the fame Bleſſings 
which you requeſt, hen you” mention 
 GOD's good Spirit in conjunction with his 


* Third Prayer p. 212, 213. + Fourth Prayer 
p. 243. 1 Family-Prayer p. 218. 
Providence, 
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Providence. Thus you pray © Guard" 
me by the diſpoſitions of thy GoOD Pro- | 
* VIDENCE from all the ways of Sin, and 
lead me forward in the Paths of all Vir- 
FA cc tue * 
I praiſe thy Name —— for — 
6 thy 'merciful PRovIpence, by Which I 
e have been defended from all the great 
„ EVvLILs both natural and MORAL f“ 
Lead us all in the Paths-of thy coop 
e PROVIDENCE to everlaſting Life f 
eU bleſs thee, that by the Diſpoſitions 
et of thy GO0D PROVIDENCE I have been 
«led to a juſt Senſe of TVs 
e and true Religion &c. ||: 0 
1 Wnarzvkn particular Reaſon therefore 
you had for 3 the Spirit of G 
theſe three Times; yet it could not be from 
any perſuaſion of the neceſſiiy of asking his 
Aſſiſtance ; becauſe you ſo much oftener pray 
for every Spiritual Bleſſing you mention, 
as the effect of the Diſpoſitions of his good | 
Providence only. But you have farther guard- 
ed againſt being underſtood in any ſuch 
Senſe, by limiting all rhe Operations of the 


5. pag. 204. | + Pag. 205, 206. : f Pag. 206. 
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Holy Ghoſt to the Times of the firſt preach- 


ing the Goſpel For at the cloſe of your 
Thanks to GOD. in your Large Prayer, for 
his Coodne /, in ſending his beloved Son into 
the World, you omit ' the mention of any 
other Giftz of the Spirit, but thoſe wonder - 
ful ones only, Which were given in order 
to the Propagation, of his Religion, and the Set. 
element of his Church x. But I will take up- 
on me to ſhew ſtill farther, that, if your 
Principles are the ſame in the Plain Account, 
and in your Prayers (and I ſee no manner 
of Reaſon to ſuſpect any difference) tis not 
poſlible for you to requeſt, by the words 
mention d, or any other, a true and real 
Influence of God's Spirit upon your Mind, 
unleſs you can be ſuppoſed to make your 


Prayers in direct "defiance of your Princis 
ples. For 


I, FIRST. in your Plain Account, you at- 
firm , that © our Bodies are made clean by 
ce Chriſt's Body, and our Souls waſheq thro 
e his moſt precious Blood, by our being 
© INFLUENCED) BY HIS DOCTRINE (ſcal'd 
„e with his Death) TO OBEY ALL Gop's 

7 Fes. 225. | + Pag. 116. | 
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'* Laws. And that * our cating and drink- 
ing in Remembrance of his Body and 
« Bloud, tend to procure us this Clearneſs 
% and Waſhing 255 But that ·theꝝ who 
«. embrace an obſcure Notion of recciving 
ANY OTHER . SORT of Cleanſing and Waſh- 
ing from this Kite, ſeem to 30% TO DE- 
© LUDE themſelvès“ 'Tis true indeed, 
you are here ſpeaking of the effect of the 
Lord's Supper; and therefore do, in expreſs 
Words, call heir Notion obſcure and delu- 
ſive only, who expect to receive any other 
Sort of Cleanſing and Waſbing from that Ho- 
ly Rite, than what you deſcribe. But then, 
the whole Power of cleanſing our Bodies, and 
waſhing our Souls is aſcrib'd by you, intirely 
to the Influence of Chriſt's Doctrine, ſeal d with 
his Death. Unleſs therefore the Influence 
of God's Holy Spirit, for the cleanſing and 
ſanctifying Men's Hearts, be the very ſame 
with the Influence of Chriſts Dottrine, which 
to ſay, is downright Abſurdity and Non- 
ſence, you haye utterly excluded the Opera- 
tion of God's Spirit from having any ſhare in 
diſpoſiug and enabling Men to obey God's Laws, 
For altho' you directly and in words affirm 
of thoſe alone who expect to be cleanſed 
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by a Participation of the 2 that 
their Notion is obſcure and deluſive; yet the 
ground of that Charge being this — That 
we the made clean and waſhed by being in- 
fluenced by Chriſt's Doctrine, to obey all Go s 
If this Reaſon is good for the 
Charge of deluſion for expecting the Influence 
of God's Holy Spirit in the uſe of the Lord's 
Supper 3 ſo muſt it be alſo, for expecting the 


fame in the uſe of any other Aegi D- 
ty whatſoever. 


2. SECONDLY, as ſparing as you are in 
aſcribing any Benefits to a Participation of 
the Lord's Supper; yet you do, in ſeveral 
Places, acknowledge as many gaod Effects 
of this Duty as of any other x. And you 
give us the Sum of them in theſe Words. 
Our attendance upon this Re, is not 
e only the paying 4 Religions Service in the 
« way appointed by Chriſt, which cannot 
ce but be always favourably accepted by GOD; 


but it is a doing that, which we our ſelves 


« can ſee to TEND NATURALLY to revive 
and keep alive in our Minds all ſuch 


Plain Account p. 153, 154, 155. 
F Pag. 155, 156. «offs; 
0 o, 


« Thoughts, Diſpoſitions and Tendencies, as are 


“proper to work upon the Conduct of our 
« Lives.” All the Benefits then which you 
allow us to expect from the Performance 
of any Religious Duty; are A FAVOURABLE 


AccEgPraANCE in general, and an Opportu- 


nity, thro' the NATURAL tendenc) of the 
Duty, of veviving' and keeping alive ſuch 


Thoughts and Diſpoſitions as are proper to work | 


upon the Conduct of our Lives. But what is 
there in this concerning the Succours of 
God's Grace as the promiſed effect of any 
of his Otdinances? What Intimation do you 
give, that-the Thoughts, Diſpeſitions and TEN. 
DENCEES, whereof you ſpeak» are any Way 
excited thro the Agency of GOD's good Spi- 
vit, or that any Act of Religion whatſoever 
is the true occaſion of any ſuch Divine In- 
fluences upon us? No; our om Thoughts 
and Diſpoſitions ate io wort upon our Lives, 
and theſe Thoughts and Di/poſitions are the 
mere effect of the NATURAL 'TENDENCY 
of the Duty 3 but the Power and Influence 
of the Holy Spirit is quite overlook'd by you, 
as nabing: no ſhare nor concern in this mat- 
ter. But this is not all; I hall now ſhew, 
that the very Notion: of any Agenq; of the 


Holy 


({832) 


Holy Spirit upon the Minds of Men. is 
repreſented by en d 8; cn. nd. mw 
five. For 


3. . after a, recital of the Bene - 
fits before mention d. vou ask *, What 
© reaſonable Creature wonld not be con-. 
tent with Benefits of this ſort, which arc 
always of ſubſtantial and laſting Service. 
„without FANCYING. to Himſelf PRIVI- 
„ LEGES,, COMMUNICATIONS, or IMPRES- 
«© SIONS FROM ABOVE; of another Sort, — 
Never with certainty to be judgid of in 
any Caſe, OFTEN FALLActous, and AL7 
< WAYS leaving the Mind, in which. che 
4 InMaces of them. have been WORK D up, 
« in a State ſatisfy d with what carries NO 
« RATIONAL SATISFACTION in it?” - You 
here make an Oppoſition between the Be- 
nefits you had mention'd, and Privileges, 
Communications, or Impreſſions from above; The 
former you allow to be ſubſtant ial all others 
vou treat with inſufferable Sr and Ridiculr. 
Ualeſs therefore the Aandtiſhing Influences 
of God's Holy Spirit are any of the Benefits 
you mention, which as we have already 
9141 10 Plain Account p. 155. L : | 
win . feen, 
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ſeen, they are not, and cannot be, every 
Thing you have ſo raſhly and indecently 
thrown out concerning all Inpreſſions and 
Communications from above, are plainly ſo 
many Reflections pointed at the very Do- 
ctrine it ſelf, of the Operations of the Holy 
Spirit, and the Powers of his Grace. And 
accordingly you have even preſumed to re- 
preſent all ſuch Operations upon Humane 
Minds, as Invaſions upon the free uſe of 
our Faculties, as Aſſiſtances not proper for God © 
to give, as ſo many Acts of arbitrary Force, 
and lInſtances oſ dealing with us as mere Clock- 
Work, and Machines xXx. Nor will any or all 
the ſaving Clauſes here and there thrown in; 
be of any real force to ſoften theſe Expreſ- 
ſions, into a Senſe conſiſtent with the Truth 
of the Doctrine of Divine Grace. And in- 
deed, tho you had doubtleſs a Deſign in 
throwing them in ; yet JI verily think, you 
would your ſelf be greatly diſappointed, if 
you ſhould hear of any one, of common 
Underſtanding, who has been led by them 
to imagine that you do really believe that 
Doctrine. Such care indeed have you taken 
againſt being ſuſpected of any ſuch matter, 
* Plain Account p. 1 57. Ibid. p. 154. 
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that you have roundly declar'd, that the 
c Bencfits tecciv'd from all ſuch [Religious] 
« Performances cannot POSSIBLY be receiv'd 
ce but in a REASONABLE Way *; that is, as 
you preſently explain your ſelf, from the 
« NATURAL and REASONABLE Tendency 
« of ſuch Performances.” You add indeed, 
that in this © we ought to found our main 
* Expectations, wnleſs we ave otherwiſe di- 
tc rectea by God Himſelſ.” But with, what- 
ever Deſign this Limitation is added, tis 
plainly abſurd, and out of Place; for is it 


to be ſuppoſed, that God ſhould direct us 


to expect Benefits in any way and manner, 
wherein tis 1MPOSSIBLE for us to #ereive 
them? Whatever therefore was your real 
Deſign in mentioning the pood and holy Spi- 
rit of God in your Prayers, it is evident it 
could not be with Hopes and a Deſire 'of 
any 4f/itance from. Him, without a mani- 
feſt Contradiction to your own 'avow'd Prin- 
ciples, as they are frequently maintain d in 
the Plain Account. But there is no occafion 
to go farther than your Prayers cbemſeves, 
fer b a Proof of this matter. For 8 


k 


vs Fu Account p- 1 54. | | 
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4. FoURTHLY, the manner in which you 
have fram'd thoſe Clauſes in your Prayers, 
wherein mention is made of the Chriſtian 
Graces, which in Holy Scripture are called 
the Fruit of the Spirit, is even a Demonſtra- 
tion of the Point in hand. For bqwever 
they may be call'd in Scripture, you ſuppoſe 
no concurrence of God's Holy Spirit neceſſaty 
for producing them; and accordingly they 
are none of them made by you the Subject 
of any proper Petition to God; nor are the 
higheſt Virtues ever otherwiſe mentioned, 
but as the genuine Effects of our own na- 
tural Faculties and ſerious Reflections, in- 
dependent of any Agency or Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit; as if Salvation it ſelf was 
the intire Effect of a Man's own Care and 
Virtue. I will give two or three Examples, 
and then explain my meaning by examin- 
ing them. Let the ſerious Conſideration of 
« that Grace and Mercy in the Chriſtian 
Religion effeQually lead me to the good 
© End propos d in it.“ Let the Holy Fre- 
ce cepts of that perfect Inſtitution, by which 
« ] profeſs to be guided, and the unſpotted 
« Example of that great Maſter, whole fol- 
et lower I deſite to be accounted, eng 
en M 2 Ame 
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ec me to live in all reſpets as becomes the 
«« Goſpel and the Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Let the proſpect of Glory and Happineſs 
c hereafter, enable me to act as one who 
cc believes Life and Immortality to be 
< brought to Light thro' the Goſpel.” Ma- 
ny more are the Examples of this kind. 
Now 1 cron | 


1. Figsr, that your manner of making 
theſe Petitions, is very ſingular. Let the 
Proſpe&t —— Let. the Holy Precepts —— 
Let the Conſideration — lead me. I think 
we have but two Petitions ſo fram d through- 
out our Liturgy, and they ſtand together in 
one of the Prayers in the Office of Confir- 
mation Let thy fatherly Hand ever 
ec be over them; Let thy Holy Spirit ever 
te be with them.” Beſides; theſe two Peti- 
tions there are none of this Form; ſave a 
few in the occaſional Offices. No if your 
Inſtances of this manner of expteſſing your 
ſelf had been fewer, and the ſame Form 
had been oſtener uſed by the Church, I 
ſhould have looked upon the matter ag ca- 
ſual. and not deſerving notice; but as it is, 
* Sujok! You made: choice of this Form, and 
971. have 
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have repeated it to a very zireſom Degree, 
for a Reaſon that will appear preſently. 


2. SECONDLY I obſerve, you uſe this 
Form in putting up one kind of Petitions 
only, namely, thoſe that contain Requeſts 
for Spiritual - Bleſſings, and for what are 
call'd by St. Paul the Gifts and the Fruit of 
the Spirit; and that when you beg the Bleſ- 
ſongs of this Life, or the Gifts of Providence, 
you direct your ſelf to God, and pray for 
them in the common Form. Now if you 
thought both theſe kinds of Bleſlingsto be 
cqually the proper Subjects of Petition to 
God, why is this different manner of fram- 
ing theſe different Parts of your Prajers ſo 
invariably obſerved? Tis impoſſible to be 
done by chance, becauſe the Examples of a 
ſtrict Obſervation of this Rule are ſo many. 
But if this is the effect of Care and Deſign, 
I think I may challenge any Man to ſhew 
any other Reaſon for it, but that you be- 
lieve all the Virtues and Graces of the Goſ- 
pel, call'd the Fruit of the Spirit, to be with- 
in the natural Power of all Men, who uſe 
their Faculties as they may; and therefore 
that they are not properly the Subject of 

Petition. 
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Petition. And indeed, where is the Senſe 
of asking for what is already in our own 
Power? The ground of Petition is want. 
And if we can practice our Duty in every 
Inftance, without the Aid of God's Grace, 
tis full as abſurd to petition God for ſuch 
a Power, as it would be to ask for that 
very Health, Strength, or worldly Cireum- 
Kances, which we are conſcious we already 


enjoy; according to the ſaying of St. A4. 


ftin —— Did ſtultius quam orare ut fa- 
* cias, quod in poteſtate habeas * ? I think 
thercfore you have ſcrupulouſly choſen this 
Form of expreſling theſe Clauſes, as being 
rather Viſbes that you may your ſelf be ſo 
wife as to do what you have the Power of 
doing, than Petitions to God for any -in- 
ward Aſſiſtance when you. need none, and 
the very asking of which would be a kind 
of mackery. Agreeably hercunto it is to 
be obſerved. D par | | 


3. TaIRDLY, that there is no Agency 
of God's Spirit requeſted by you, nor any 
thing more deſit d of God, than that Things 


may be permitted to take their natural 


® Aug. de Nat. & Gratia, Cap. 18. | 
Courſe. 
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Coutle. All the Agency that is mentioned, 
or ſuppoſed, is placed in the Faculties of 
our own Minds, and ſuch Ad, of them as 
are allow'd to be within our own Power. 
Let the ſerious Conſideration m—— 
« lend and engage met” Let the Senſe of 
«© my own Failings ape me: © Let the 
ce Sexſe of thy Goodnels induce me: Let 
© the Conſideration of Death influence me: 
<< Let the Proſpect of Gloty enable me: 
The Power of producing theſe good Effects 
upon dur ſelves, is in all theſe Petitions 
aſcrib d to ſome natural Ad of the Mind; 
nor is any Thing more requeſted, (if any 
Thing at all is meant to be requeſted) but 
that your natural Faculties may enjoy their 
own proper Strength, or perhaps that God, 
in the Courſe of his good Providence, would 
give you Opportunities of exerting them. 
Upon the whole therefore it appears, that 
whatever Reaſons of Caution you might have 
for inſerting the mention of the Holy Sirit 
in the manner you=have done, you had no 
Deſtzn thereby either to ackrowleage the Of- 
fice of the Holy Spirit in the continual an- 
difiention of Mens Hearts, or to requeſt his 
Aſſiſtance in any Particulars whatſoever. 

5 Ho w- 
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_ HowEVER; if you could with Sincerity de- 
clare, that what appears to have been the 
effect of Art and Deſign, was all mere Ac- 
cident and Chance, and that you believe 


the Doctrine of the neceſſity of the Suc- 


cours of God's Holy Spirit for Sanctification 
and Acceptance, and that you ſeriouſly 
meant to pray for them in every ſuſpeted 


Petition; if (1 ſay) you could with Truth 


make ſuch a Declaration as this; yet even 
this would be no Vindication of your Prayers. 
1 ſhould indeed be glad of ſuch an occaſion 
of congratulating you for your right Senti- 
ments upon this important Article : But this 


could have no weight in it to induce me 


ot any one elſe to alter our Opinion of 
the unfitneſs of your Prayers for the uſe of 
Chriſtians, inaſmuch as hey are juſt what 
they appear to be, whatever your private 
Notions are: And accordingly this eſſential 
Part of all acceptable Prayer being ſo ſlight- 
Iy rouch'd upon, or rather ſo intirely omit- 
red, as hardly to give thre moſt willing Sup- 
plicant an Opportunity of making his Pray- 
ers agrecably to the Truths of the Goſpel, 
the Charge againſt them in this Particular, as 
well as others, would remain juſt as it did. 
— AND 


* — 
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Ax ſo I think I have fully made good 
my Charge againſt your Prayers, of their 
being unfit for the uſe of Chriſtians. In- 
deed there have been Heathens, whoſe Prin- 
ciples with regard to the Corruption of our 
Nature, and the neceſſity of Help from a- 
bove to enable us to perform an acceptable 
Obedience, have been much more agreeable 
to the Chriſtian Scheme, than yours are. And 
Simplicins at the eloſe of his Commentary up- 
on Fpicletus, hath given us a Prayer in which 
He has expreſsd theſe Principles ſo clearly 


and diſtinctly, that it may juſtly be looked 


upon as a Reproach to your Performance. 


His Prayer follows, in the Style of a Pla- 


tonick, which, tho' a little obſcure to rhe 
common Reader, I muſt expreſs in my Tran- 
ſlation, to preſerve the propriety of his 
Language. I beſeech thee, O Lord, the 
« Father and Guide of our Reaſon, to MAKE 


© Us EVER MINDFUL of that Dignity of 
e Nature with which thou haſt aabru d us, 
ee and to CO-OPERATE With us, as Beings 
* endued with a freedom of Will, towards 
our being purified from the Body, 
e and our brutiſh Paſſions, and alfo towards 
* our over-ruling, governing and uſing them 


* in 
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© jn a ſuitable manner as mere Inſtruments. 
« ASSIST us alſo in correcting and order- 
« ing exactly aright our rational Part, and 
ee fixing it immoveably by the Light of 
« Truth on thoſe Things which have a 
4 real and immutable Exiſtence. And laſt- 
<« ly I beſcech the great Preſerver of Man- 
© kind to TAKE AWAY all the Clouds and 
« Darkneſs of our animal Nature, that we 
* may be able clearly to diſtinguiſh and 
„ know both God and Man *.“ I leave 
it to the Reader to judge, whoſe Prayers 
beſt expreſs the true nature of Man, and 
his greateſt Wants, and the true ground and 
deſign of Prayer, this of the Heathen Philo- 


 fapher, or thoſe of the Chriſtian Divine which 


I have been hitherto examining. 


— THrRE are many other Things that might 
very well be taken notice of in diſparagement 
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both to the elegancy of the Compoſition, 
and the choice of the Particulars which 
you make ule of for the Subjects of Petition; 
but I ſhall mention but one more, and that 
is your #nterceding for the whole World of ra. 
tional Beings , and the whole rational Crea. 
tion f. Certainly it is downright ridiculous 
to intercede fot Angel, Archangels, Souls de- 
parted, 'Devils; and, if you mean only Man- 
kind living upon Earth, by that round 


Phraſe, it is very wtong in you thus to 


make our Species the whole rational Creation. 
And ſuch Petitions if ſo undetſtbod. wou'd 
be apt to make the Petitioners forget that 
there are any othet rational Creatures be- 
ſides our ſelves, any Angel or Spirit, and 
in a while to deny their Exiſtence, after 
the manner of the Sauduces. Whatever you 
intended, you ought certainly to have made 


a better choice of your Phraſes, and not to 
have taught yout cutechumens to pray fo ve- 
ry improperly ot ſo very wnintelligibly. Upon 


the whole your Attempt in theſe Forms of 


Prayer ls b is bold and unprecedented, and ought 


to alarm all who believe and love the Truth 
"as. it i Is in Jeſus, and to excite their Reſo- 
Tas '# Pag. 196. 7 T Pag. 199, 231, 250. 8 
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: lution and Endcayours to guard againſt Prin- 


ciples, that if thus maintain'd by Mzifters 
of his Goſpel, muſt give preſent Satisfaction 
to all thoſe who have ill-will 2 our Sion, 
and give hopes to lafigels of genre n all 
Religion Re 0 


Tal Cauſe 1 hav been maintaining is 
therefore the Cauſe of chriſt and his Reli 


gion; and for that Reaſon, how ſincere ſo- 
ever you may be as to the Point of believing 


the pernicious Principles you are. propagat- 
ing in the World, under the guiſe of teach- 


ing Men 10 pray, I will venture to affirm, 
that as your Sincerity can, in it ſelf, be no 


Proof of your Judgment; ſo. it ought to be 
no Reaſon with any one, to forhear expo- 


ſing your Attempt in every way that is con- 


ſiſtent with Truth and Decency, For as the 


Principles you are introducing are evidently 


deſtructive of the Doctrine of Salvation by 


a Alediator; if this is he Faith that as at 


firſt deliver d to the Saints, then we are only 


obedient to the dpoſtlica Precept, when we 


"contend earneſtly for it. And our 9 
; ought to be the more zealous, becauſe of 


the unprecedented, 1 had almoſt ſaid inſ ſdious 


wie þ 
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way you have taken to undermine it. If it 
had been an open Enemy that had done this | 
diſhonour to Chriſtianity by. a declar'd Op- 
poſition to the Faith, it might have been 
born with more Patience; becauſe it would 
have been no more than what we might 
with Reaſon have expected. But under the 
pretext of Frienaſbip. and making à kind 
Proviſion for the Spiritual Neceſſities of 
Chriſtians, to inſinuate into thole, .whoſhall 
accept your Aſſiſtance, and uſe your Pray... 
ers, to inſinuate, I fay, into them, mean 
and unworthy Notions of our Bleſſed Sa- 
wviour, that great Captain of our Salvation, and 
to teach them to magnify their « own Righ- 
teonſneſ's | in derogation to his Merits, to 4. 
ſume a Power of pleaſing God without the 
Sanctiſication of the Divine Spirit, to perform 
all Chriſtian Duties upon the foot of N- 
tural Principles, and to own no other Rela- 
tion in which they ſtand to their Redeemer 
the Lord of Life and Glory, but that of a Ser- 
vant: and a, Diſciple; to do all this whilſt 
you pretend to be kindly helping them in 
their Devotions, is a #ew'Axt of ſpreading 
Hereſy, and a dangerous one too. An open 
Attack gives room and opportunity for De- 

fence; 
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fence; but to work in this manner by Aline 
and Sap, proves often fatal meerly for its 


Secrecy, and therefore requires the more 
Care to make a Diſcovery in time. tons, 


Wrrrnnx what I have written will be 
of uſe to prevent the Miſchief intended, 
the event muſt ſhew ; I am conſcious to my 
{elf in the mean while that I deſign it well j 
and I think alſo I have hereby done no more 
than what all Clergymen ought to do, in 
their Place, and as God may bleſs them 
with an opportunity, which is to prevent, 
as far as may be, the growth of Principles 
deſtructive to the true Faith, and thereby to 
watch for the Souls of Men as they that = 
ive Account *. 
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1 am, Sir, your Humble Servant 


RicngnD Waren, 


e'; 
4c % 4 


1 4 


_ Gat. | lk, 
FN N 21. 1 | 


16 VV: 97 


* Y * 
<4 1 
32 


* 
ERRATA in Part Ill. 


AG. 30. I. 22. read Diſciples. 
P P. 31. I. 12. read * 1 
P. 75. 1. 20. put a Note of Interrogation. 0 

2 I. 18. and I. 19. dele / his being and inſert as 

there is for remembring Him as 

108, I. 5. read profeſs: 

137. I. 20. read ANT EZ. 

143. 1. 16. after Sy/logi/m dele which i is this and add 
fo that the Argument will not conclude, unleſs it be re- 
preſented in the following manner. 

P. 149. 1. 10. inſtead of from read upon. 
P. 196. I. 15. read your. 
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P. 58. 1. 6. after Atonement add or Reronciliation, 
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